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The Great Flood of 2026! 
 
Intermediate Lake Association Members - As I write this, we are in the middle of 
an unprecedented flooding event.  Intermediate Lake is now over 3 feet above its normal 
summer level and still rising and the lakes upstream of us are even higher.  Many of us are 
dealing with water in our crawl spaces, basements and homes, not to mention our streets, 
lawns, garages and such.  We are all nervously watching as the lake level creeps ever higher 
and more rainfall is in the forecast!   

 
I know a lot of you are concerned about the Bellaire Dam.  So far the dam is okay and county 
officials plus the contractors who are working on the Bellaire Dam expansion project are 
watching it like a hawk.  All the gates have been and continue to be fully open (they have been 
fully open all winter), allowing the dam to pass as much water as possible.  Proactive moves 
have also been made to reinforce the east berm and sandbags have been added to the top of 
the berms as well (the east berm is actually the low point).  I have been talking daily with Leslie 
Meyers (Antrim County Drain Commissioner and the Operator of Dams) to stay abreast of the 
situation - know that Leslie and her team are working hard during this crisis. The Elk Rapids 
dam is also doing okay and is being closely monitored as well. 

 
Of equal concern during this crisis are the condition of all the bridges, culverts, streams and 
ditches which are being strained due to the flooding and high water flow.  The flooding is 
increasing the amount of debris present everywhere as well as docks, rafts and other materials 
which are breaking free and/or floating away and potentially causing blockage and/or damage to 
these places.  Please make sure all your belongings (docks, rafts, water craft, chairs, etc.) are 
well secured! 

 
Hopefully it goes without saying that this event should only reinforce the need to expand the 
Bellaire Dam and pursue the other associated projects that your Intermediate Lake Association 
is helping to work on.  Unfortunately the projects will not be completed overnight and will not be 
free either.  But work on those projects continues and we will keep you informed - we count on 
your strong support for them.  Perhaps one good thing that will come from this flooding mess we 
are experiencing is to once again raise awareness of the need for these projects sooner rather 
than later and maybe even free up some funding sources that were drying up before this.  We 
will see.   
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Lastly, I get asked frequently “when will the water go down”?  Obviously that will not occur until 
the current rainy spell stops.  But the lake level crest typically occurs some time (several days) 
after the rains stop because it takes time for all the water in the watershed to flow through Six 
Mile Lake and other connecting lakes and rivers before it reaches our lake.  Only when that 
occurs will our lake level slowly decline.  Therefore, lake levels will remain elevated well into 
May. 
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