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Happy April to all our Intermediate Lake Association members!  Are we finished with snow fall 
this season and really getting into spring?  I don’t know but I hope so!  Come on Spring!   

This ILA Bulletin is dedicated to catching you up on Lake Level news.  And when we say Lake 
Level news, this includes information concerning (1) what’s going on with the Bellaire Dam, (2) 
what’s going on with the Elk Rapids dam and overflow spillway, (3) potentially replacing the 
Bridge Street culvert in Ellsworth, (4) concerns about sedimentation throughout the Chain of 
Lakes, (5) lake levels / variations in general, and (6) how we are going to pay for anything that 
needs to be done (i.e., Special Assessment Districts or SAD’s). 

We have been, and continue to be, tightly integrated and well informed in this work through the 
Intermediate Lake Association Lake Level Committee.  This committee is co-chaired by Janet 
Hickman and myself - feel free to contact us at any time with your comments and concerns.  
Our committee is also part of the Elk Rapids Chain of Lakes (ERCOL) Lake Level Advisors 
group which includes representatives from all ERCOL Lake Associations, government officials 
and subject matter experts in the area. 

Beginning in October, 2025, Leslie Meyers, the Antrim County Operator of Dams and Drain 
Commissioner has published a series of newsletters covering these Lake Level issues.  These 
newsletters, called “Diving In - A Lake Level Update”, are the best source for accurate 
information concerning what’s going on and I’m including links to each of the four current 
newsletters here.  I strongly urge all lake association members to read them.  Here the links: 
 Diving In October 2025  
Diving In November 2025  
Diving In December 2025  
Diving In January 2026   
Again, please read these!  You can also find them on the ILA website under Lake Level. 

Note that these issues and projects concerning our wonderful chain of lakes are a strong reason 
why all Intermediate Lake homeowners should belong to the ILA (only 50% are…)  We are 
involved in this critical work, we keep our membership informed and advocate for the protection 
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https://intermediatelake.org/lake%20level/Diving%20In%20-%20October%202025.pdf
https://intermediatelake.org/lake%20level/Diving%20In%20-%20November%202025.pdf
https://intermediatelake.org/lake%20level/Diving%20In%20-%20December%202025.pdf
https://intermediatelake.org/lake%20level/Diving%20In%20-%20March%202026.pdf


of Intermediate Lake and the surrounding watershed.  Do you have lake neighbors who aren’t 
ILA members?  Get them to join! 

Finally, on another subject, as mentioned in our March ILA Bulletin, we are now using Mailchimp 
as our communications platform.  You will continue to receive our emails to you in your email 
primary in-box, not in your spam folder, promotions folder or other folders your email system 
may have and arrive from the Intermediate Lake Association.  However, if you are experiencing 
problems with this, please contact us.  We can be reached at our regular email address:  
email@intermediatelake.org.  We will also continue to post these articles on our Facebook ILA 
site.  Note that Mailchimp does not use our proprietary member email lists (or other information) 
for their own marketing purposes or to sell to other businesses.  So our switch to using 
Mailchimp will not increase spam or junk emails you are getting.  But as stated earlier, contact 
us with any issues you are experiencing as we work through this transition to Mailchimp. 

Dave Christian 
President 
Intermediate Lake Association 
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