ILA Bulletin

HAPPY 2025! January 2025

| have immense gratitude for the privilege to spend 2025 in
northern Michigan. In the past two years my love and
appreciation for the water, the trees, and the sky has grown
so much deeper.

This isn’t a surprise - it’s easy in these parts. Especially this
morning when this brilliant sunrise broke through the thick
gray sky.

The surprise | have uncovered the past two years is the nature
of the people. The people up here know how to enjoy life,
know how to relax and prioritize recreation. | have long
appreciated work and the hard working people that make this
world spin. Now | appreciate balance. Now | see the
importance of it and have so much gratitude for those who
know how to make time for play, relaxation and enjoy the
beauty that life at the 45th has to offer.

Thank you members for your hard work and play! Here’s to a new year full of play, relaxation, and enjoyment with friends and
family!

Mandy Bush, Membership Chair of the Intermediate Lake Association

New Year’s Greetings from The ILA

Happy New Year ILA members! | hope everyone had a pleasant holiday period and you were able to spend some time with
family and friends and maybe even enjoying some vacation time somewhere nice! But for those of you who are sticking around
in Antrim County, what a difference this winter versus last winter! Last year was warmer than normal with below normal snow
fall and most of Intermediate Lake didn’t even freeze over. Even the 2023 Central Lake ice fishing tournament had to be
cancelled. Not so this winter! We have tons of snow, it’s been cold and the lake is frozen solid. It's beautiful outside and very
enjoyable if you like winter weather like | do.

As we did last January, we want to make sure we have your current contact information so we can keep you informed of all
that’s going on in the association. In 2024 we sent out 6 bulletins (the last one in September, 2024), plus other notices and
announcements. Do you recall getting them? No? Please help us fix that! Remember that e-mail is the preferred means by
which we communicate with our membership, so please ensure we have a current e-mail address (or addresses) for you. If you
have any doubts, please send us an e-mail to the address below. We also communicate regularly through our Facebook site, for
those of you active on Facebook (same info). However, if you want us to communicate with you only via the USPS, please let us
know and make sure we have your current postal address.

For those of you receiving e-mail, it will help if you enter our organization in your e-mail address book as a Contact. Doing that
will help our ILA e-mails land in your in-basket instead of in your spam and/or junk mail folders. Therefore, please add the
Intermediate Lake Association (email@intermediatelake.org) to your address book.

Enjoy the snow!!

Dave Christian, President of the Intermediate Lake Association
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Lake Level Update

Work started in the fourth quarter of 2024 by GEIl Consultants and Spicer Group on the Bellaire Dam
Rehabilitation project using funding from a 2024 State of Michigan (EGLE) Dam Risk Reduction Grant.
The first phase of this work is scheduled to last through the first half of 2025.

As discussed in prior ILA Bulletins, computer modeling of the Elk River Chain of Lakes (ERCOL) has
shown that the Bellaire Dam does not have enough capacity to handle a 100 year rain event without
being overtopped (note this would be a 100 year rain event over the enfire ERCOL watershed).
Because of this, this phase is studying how to address this deficiency. This includes analysis of the
earthen berms on both side of the dams (soil borings, slope stability, seepage concerns) and spillway
improvements of the dam itself (capacity, stability of the concrete structure, etc.). Conceptual designs
will also be developed.

Upon successful completion of the first phase, the second phase of the project will hopefully focus on
construction design work of the recommended conceptual design (later in 2025).

We are also applying for further grants from the state to continue this work into 2026.
The ILA is part of the stakeholder team and Antrim County which is overseeing this important work.

Dave Christian & Janet Hickman, ILA Lake Level Commiftee Co-Chairs

Calling All Ice Fishing People!

Hello ILA Members — The Central Lake Ice Fishing Tournament will be held for its 10th year on
Saturday, February 15, 2025. This is a free fishing weekend in Michigan. The entry fee is $10 per
person. Cash prizes are awarded for longest pike, walleye and perch. In addition, lots of door prizes
and a 50/50 raffle which supports the Central Lake Veterans Center will be available. Lines drop at
7:00 am and anglers must be in the fish measurement line by 3:00 pm at Thurston Park. Fish must be
caught on the Upper Chain of Lakes. Registration one page forms are available at the Corner Store and
Nustar insurance agency and more local businesses. Check the Facebook Central Lake Ice Fishing
Tournament 2025 for more information.

Matt Gabris

Director
Intermediate Lake Association
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“The Flyer” Non-Motorized Trail from Central Lake to Bellaire Received
Grant from Michigan Health Endowment Fund

Central Lake, MI — The Flyer Board is excited to announce that it has been awarded a grant from the Michigan Health
Endowment Fund to support the feasibility and pre-engineering work of a non-motorized trail connecting the Village of
Central Lake and the Village of Bellaire along the M-88 corridor. This project, which has long been a vision of the local
community, aims to create a safe and healthy transportation option while enhancing recreational opportunities for
residents and visitors alike.

Multi-use trails have consistently ranked among the most valued community assets, and the stakeholders involved in The
Flyer project are committed to realizing this vision. The task force envisions the trail as not only a means of transportation
but also as a linear park that will feature unique amenities and programs, fostering community engagement and
enjoyment of the beautiful natural landscapes of northern Michigan.

Background:

The concept for the non-motorized trail began back in 2020, driven by a community desire for better connectivity
between Central Lake and Bellaire. In 2022, a feasibility study was completed, emphasizing the project’s viability and the
positive impact it could have on the region. A dedicated stakeholder group has since been established, which includes
members from both municipalities, local businesses, and community organizations, all working collaboratively to realize
this vision.

The non-motorized bike trail will be named 'Flyer,' honoring the historic train service that once traveled through the area,
connecting our communities and enhancing regional transportation. This name pays tribute to that legacy while
representing our commitment to providing modern, sustainable transportation options for residents and visitors alike."
The actual trail cannot follow the same track bed but will be designed to go along M88 within the road right-of-way.
“This trail represents more than just a pathway; it’s an opportunity for our residents to connect with nature and with each
other,” said Matt Gabris, a member of The Flyer Board.

The trail is designed to enhance accessibility for all residents, encouraging a healthier lifestyle while promoting
environmentally friendly travel options. The health benefits of outdoor activity and connectivity play a significant role in
the Health Fund’s mission, making this project a perfect aligner with their strategies to improve the health and well-being
of Michigan residents.

Next Steps:

The Flyer Board will move forward with survey and pre-engineering work in the coming months. Information will be
shared in open forums and opportunities for residents to give input and feedback will continue to shape the project. The
Board is exploring funding opportunities and partnerships to expand the trail network and its amenities further, with the
long-term vision of connecting additional neighborhoods and destinations.

For more information about The Flyer Non-Motorized Trail project and updates on its progress, please visit
trailscouncil.org/bellaire-central-lake/. If you are interested in becoming a stakeholder contact Matt at
mattgabris88@gmail.com

ABOUT THE FLYER TASK FORCE

The Flyer Task Force is a coalition of community leaders and stakeholders dedicated to developing non-motorized
transportation solutions that enhance connectivity and promote healthy lifestyles in the Central Lake and Bellaire
communities.

The ILA very much supports and endorses this project.

Matt Gabris
Director

Intermediate Lake Association — .
Website: intermediatelake.org

Facebook: Intermediate Lake Association
email@intermediatelake.org

P.O. Box 795, Central Lake, M| 49622

ILA is a 501c3 non-profit
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