ILA Bulletin

2025 Annual Business Meeting is August 9th!l! July 2025

On Saturday, August 9" from 4 to 6pm in the afternoon at the Torch Lake Café in Eastport we will be
having our Annual Business Meeting. All ILA members please plan to attend. This is our regular business
meeting as required by our By-laws. We will begin by hearing an update on the Bellaire Dam project by the
Antrim County Operator of Dams Leslie Meyers (an ILA member!). Significant progress is being made on
the project with important implications for all users who use and enjoy our Chain of Lakes — but don’t be
late; we are leading off with this because of other commitments on Leslie’s part. Following that we will
elect directors for our association, answer questions you have for the Board and handle other business as
may come up. And as always there will be plenty of time to visit, socialize, talk and meet some ILA
members you may never have met before. Complimentary hors d’oeuvres will be available throughout the
meeting.

Nominations for Board Members can be made at this time or at the Annual Meeting. Nominated members
must be willing to serve and be a member in good standing.

RSVP required on or before Friday, August 1st. Please let us know you are coming!

Dave Christian, President
Intermediate Lake Association

2025 Election of Directors

On Saturday, August 9th from 4 to 6pm in the afternoon at the Torch Lake Café in Eastport we will be
having our Annual Meeting. All ILA Members should plan to attend.

Election of Directors. We currently have seven directors - Dave Christian (President), Matt Gabris (VP),
John Bridenbaugh (Treasurer), Stan Yoder (Secretary), Andy Hickman, Aaron Phelps and Mandy Bush.
Directors serve 2 year terms and up to nine directors are permitted by the By-Laws. Terms for Dave and
Mandy are up this year and both are standing for re-election. Terms for the other 5 directors are up in
2026.

Newly standing for election to the board this year is Greg Bellopatrick. Greg will be our eighth director.
Greg and his wife, Christina, have been owners on Intermediate Lake since 2015. Greg retired from
General Motors in 2009 and currently is a consultant for product litigation. He has a bachelor’s in chemical
engineering from Ohio State (and proudly flies the Ohio State flag) and a master’s from MIT. Greg and
Christina have led our water quality testing program on the lake for the last two years. Their place is on
Gorham Beach Lane, and they enjoy being on the water especially water skiing.
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June ILA Potluck

On Wednesday, June 11th, the ILA held our annual member potluck picnic. As usual it was well attended
at Thurston Park in Central Lake and the weather was wonderful. The potluck meal included plenty of
bratwurst and hotdogs courtesy of your ILA plus tons of great side dishes and desserts from those in
attendance. These events are a great way to meet many of your neighbors as well as your ILA Board
members who were in attendance.

This year we had three featured discussion topics. Randy Weiss of the Antrim County Marine Patrol joined
us again this year talking about water safety, laws and regulations and answering questions from the
membership. Deana Jerdee, Executive Director of the Paddle Antrim organization joined us and spoke on
the Chain of Lakes Water Trail and the host of initiatives that organization is working on. Madelyn Slamka
(Michigan DHHS), Teresa Salveta (Michigan EGLE) and Marcella Domka (Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council)
educated us and answered questions about harmful algal blooms, nutrient loading and nonpoint source
pollution about our Chain of Lakes. All these topics were very well received by those in attendance.

Here are pictures from the event.
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July 4th Fireworks—Wow!

Life, Liberty, and The Pursuit of Happiness are three unalienable rights penned in our Declaration of
Independence. This year’s July 4th celebration and fireworks were “Arguably the best in Northern
Michigan” by the Antrim County Review. We hope you feel the same.

Fireworks have been a tradition for at least 60 years here in Central Lake, over our Lake, as a visual and
audible reminder of these unalienable rights. Intermediate Lake Association proudly donated $1000 to the
Central Lake Fireworks Fund and was in the top 5 donors to ensure this tradition keeps going. You may
have heard or read it was more of a fight to get there this year but because of our strong membership
base we helped keep it alive. Almost 1300 rockets fired, no one was injured and what a celebration!

Next year is our country’s 250th anniversary. We will again be at the event physically and financially to
make sure it continues. We have been reminded that fundraising for 2026 started on July 5th. You can
donate at Alden State Bank, the Village office, through ILA or at Venmo @CLFF231. Thanks again for your
membership and support!

Here are a few pictures of ground zero supplied by our Vice-President Matt Gabris to show you what your
support brings to the community.
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Guided Loon Watch Paddle

On Wednesday, July 9th, the Paddle Antrim organization, in cooperation with the ILA, hosted a guided
Loon Watch Paddle at the south end of Intermediate Lake. This kayaking tour was fully arranged and
coordinated by Paddle Antrim, with our own Loon Platoon leaders, Dick West and Andy Hickman serving
as guides. Everyone had a fun time viewing our wonderful Loon families, on a day that couldn’t have been
better!

And don’t forget how Paddle Antrim continues to improve the Chain of Lake Water Trail, of which
Intermediate Lake is an important part! They are currently planning for improvements at Central Lake's
Thurston Park which include a kayak launch and locker system so folks can safely leave their kayaks and
walk into town. All improvements focus on improving accessibility for all park users while emphasizing
stewardship of our waterways. Fundraising for this project continues — you can give directly to Paddle
Antrim or give to the ILA and designating it to the Central Lake project.
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Fish Eating Guidelines

| think you will find this interesting. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
has released the 2025 Eat Safe Fish Guides. These guides can be used by anyone fishing in Michigan water
bodies who plans to eat the fish they catch. The fish consumption guidelines can help people feel
confident that they are making safer choices about eating the fish they catch from their local lake or river.
Guidelines applicable to Intermediate Lake are shown here, but information on the other lakes in the
ERCOL chain are listed in the guides and have limitations on fish consumption as well. For our lake,
mercury is the contaminant of concern. A quick google search indicates that mercury in fresh water fish
typically comes from atmospheric deposition from coal fired power plant emissions (and from mining
activities, such as copper & iron mining, which do not apply to our area). Only the filets of the fish are
tested for contaminants. The skin is left on or taken off depending on common practice when cooking the
fish. Much more information is available in the guides.
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Lake Level Update July, 2025

Work continues along several fronts to manage lake levels up and down the Elk River Chain of Lakes
(ERCOL).

In May, The Antrim County Board of Commissioners passed a resolution affirming the authority of the
Antrim County Drain Commissioner to manage and address lake level and associated issues. This
authority allows the Drain Commissioner to:

Engage with other counties and municipalities within ERCOL that are affected by lake levels.
Note: the ERCOL watershed is under the jurisdiction of 4 counties, 14 townships and 4

villages, and consists of 14 lakes, 5 rivers and over 200 streams that make up the watershed.

While it is hoped that a significant portion of funding for solutions to lake level issues might be
able to come from available grants, ultimately an additional funding mechanism will be

necessary.

Approved hiring of legal counsel and engineering firms to assist with options for addressing
lake level issues.

Approved $125,000 for preliminary expenditures.

In early June, Leslie Meyers, the Antrim County Operator of Dams and Drain Commissioner, organized
and led a group of stakeholders, including engineers currently working on the dam project,

township and village representatives, representatives from other counties, and lake association

members, to visit the sites of key “pinch points” that have been identified as waterflow obstructions
mostly on the upper chain, but also one near the Elk Rapids dam. Addressing these problem areas
will also affect the effectiveness of any dam improvements and will, of course, also cost money
that will need to be raised.

At the end of June, engineering firms, Spicer Group and GEI Consulting, Inc., presented three options
for improvements to the Bellaire Dam, seeking input from the Lake Level Committee stakeholders.
All three options include basic maintenance upgrades to the existing Bellaire Dam, plus the

addition of either a fixed crest spillway or a series of radial gates.

A follow-up meeting was held in mid-July between the Engineering group and committee stakeholders
to address some of the questions that had been asked during the original presentation. Current
probable cost estimates for the dam improvement options range from $6.7MM to $11MM.

Another follow-up is scheduled in early August, focusing on whether the lower cost option will indeed
provide adequate safety, control, and flexibility in consideration of the additional funds that will
ultimately be necessary to provide solutions for the other pinch point issues. Preliminary

construction plans for the agreed upon option will be used to apply for a 2025-2026 EGLE Dam Risk
Reduction Grant.

Leslie Meyers will present an update on the Bellaire Dam and related projects at the beginning of ILA
Annual meeting on August 9™

Janet Hickman
David Christian
ILA Lake Level Committee

Website: intermediatelake.org
Facebook: Intermediate Lake Association
email@intermediatelake.org

P.O. Box 795, Central Lake, Ml 49622

ILA is a 501c3 non-profit
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