
ILA Members – Here is our event calendar for 2025:

Save These Dates!!

Annual Picnic.  Wednesday, June 11th at 4pm at the Thurston Park pavilion in Central Lake.   
Like our previous picnics, brats and dogs will be provided by the associafion and you will be 
asked to bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share.  We always have a great turnout for 
these our annual picnic, so why not join us for this year’s!  We are looking forward to a fun 
and informafive fime!    Topics to be discussed will include HAB’s (Harmful Algal Blooms), 
nutrient loading,  nonpoint source pollufion and related topics.  Our speakers will be Teresa 
Salveta, an Environmental Control Analyst with EGLE, and Madelyn Slamka from the 
Community Educafion & Outreach department with DHHS.  Note that Teresa was the 
analyst who came out and sampled our lake last year and confirmed we had a HAB in the 
lake (July, 2024).  Both Teresa and Madelyn know our lake and the Chain of Lakes.  In 
addifion, we have also asked the Antrim County Marine patrol to stop by and answer 
quesfions you may have.  So lots of useful informafion will be provided, plus good food and 
other ILA members to talk to.  Come in your boat, come in your car – either way meet us at 
the park!  And please RSVP if you are coming, so we can plan accordingly.

Guided Loon Watch Paddle.  Wednesday, July 9th at 9:30am – 12:00pm, Richardi Park, 
Bellaire.  This special event, run by Paddle Antrim, will provide a guided tour of our own 
south Intermediate Lake loon families and will include our own Loon Platoon leaders Dick 
West and Andy Hickman coming along to make the experience special.  Space is limited and 
a fee applies ($50 – 55).  Visit the Paddle Antrim website for more informafion.

Annual Meefing.  Saturday, August 9th at 4pm at the Torch Lake Cafe.   This is our regular 
business meefing as required by our By-laws.  We will elect directors for our associafion and 
handle other business as may come up.  Time will be spent discussing lake level issues and 
the important Bellaire Dam project.  In addifion, we will update you on other acfivifies the 
associafion is involved in and answer quesfions you have for the Board.  Following the 
business part of the meefing we will relax and socialize, with complimentary hors d’oeuvres 
provided.  
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Here is a map of where the Loon nesfing sites are on our lake.  You can also find this map on 
the ILA website and Facebook sites.  Remember to respect all wildlife on our lake, including 
the Loons.  Stay away from the acfive nest sites (#2, 3, 5 and 6 on the map) and from the 
loons and their young ones!  Loons and other water fowl can be difficult to see, especially if 
you are zipping around in a personal watercraft or towing skiers and tubers!  Please keep a 
sharp eye out for them.  Thanks!  

Where Do The Loons Nest On Our Lake? 

ILA Bulletin  

Page 2 



ILA Bulletin  

When Was The Last Time You Thought About Your Well Water? 

An interesfing quesfion, isn’t it?  If you have a private residenfial well that supplies your 
home’s drinking water, and you are like many of us, chances are you haven’t worried about 
your well in a long fime!  But your well and monitoring the quality of water from it is your 
responsibility.  In this month’s ILA Bullefin is a resource guide from the Michigan 
Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) on private residenfial wells.  It has a 
number of links to provide you with useful informafion for caring for your well and its water 
quality.  Did you know you should regularly test the quality of your water?  Find out that 
and more in this resource.  May_care for MiWell.pdf 

Waterfront Property Owners Resource Guide 

Several lake associafions, including the ILA, and local environmental organizafions have 
created a resource guide that effecfively provides water-related resources to waterfront 
property owners throughout the Elk River Chain of Lakes watershed. The intent of this 
resource guide is to increase awareness of issues and best pracfices related to protecfing 
our lakes and rivers, as well as connecfing waterfront property owners to the larger Elk 
River Chain of Lakes watershed.  We encourage ILA members to ufilize this useful online 
tool.  Give it a look!

You can access this guide through the ILA website (it’s in the Conservafion drop down 
menu item).

Dave Chrisfian, President
Intermediate Lake Associafion

2025 Annual Business Meeting Notice 

On Saturday, August 9th from 4 to 6pm in the afternoon at the Torch Lake Café in Eastport 
we will be having our Annual Business Meefing.  We will elect directors for our associafion, 
answer quesfions you may have for the Board and handle other business as may come up.  
Help keep your associafion strong, relevant and informed by parficipafing in our annual 
meefing!  Your feedback and involvement is crifical.  ILA Members should plan to aftend.

Dave Chrisfian, President
Intermediate Lake Associafion
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Lake Level Update 

Work confinues by GEI Consultants and Spicer Group on the first phase of Bellaire Dam 
Rehabilitafion project using funding from a 2024 State of Michigan (EGLE) Dam Risk 
Reducfion Grant.  The first phase of this work is scheduled to finish this month (June).

As discussed in prior ILA Bullefins, computer modeling of the Elk River Chain of Lakes 
(ERCOL) has shown that the Bellaire Dam does not have enough capacity to handle a 100 
year rain event without being overtopped (note this would be a 100 year rain event over 
the enfire ERCOL watershed).  Because of this, this phase is developing opfions to address 
this deficiency.  Four alternafives are being drawn up, from which one will be selected as 
the recommended opfion to proceed with.  Our next project review meefing is scheduled 
for June 25th and we anficipate being able to select the preferred opfion at that fime.

Upon successful complefion of the first phase, the second phase of the project will 
hopefully focus on construcfion design work of the recommended opfion (starfing in the 
third quarter of 2025).

How we will pay for these modificafions is also being discussed.  While gefting further 
grants from the state are a possibility, even if we get some they are not anficipated to 
cover the full cost.  Therefore some sort of self-financing will be necessary.

The ILA is part of the stakeholder team in conjuncfion with Antrim County which is 
overseeing this important work.  We are planning to discuss this work at the ILA Annual 
Meefing on August 9th, making this another good reason to aftend the Annual Meefing!      

Dave Chrisfian
Janet Hickman
ILA Lake Level Commiftee Co-Chairs 

https://intermediatelake.org



