
ILA Members – Here is our event calendar for 2025:

Save These Dates!!

Annual Picnic.  Wednesday, June 11th at 4pm at the Thurston Park pavilion in Central Lake.   Like our 
previous picnics, brats and dogs will be provided by the associafion and you will be asked to bring a salad, 
side dish or dessert to share.  We always have a great turnout for these events, so why not join us for this 
year’s!  We are looking forward to a fun and informafive fime!  Guest speaker(s) to be announced soon!  
Come in your boat, come in your car – either way meet us at the park!

Annual Meefing.  Saturday, August 9th at 4pm.   This is our regular business meefing as required by our 
By-laws.  We will elect directors for our associafion and handle other business as may come up.  We will 
update you on various acfivifies the associafion is involved in (including Lake Level stuff and the Bellaire 
Dam project) and answer quesfions you have for the Board.  Following the business part of the meefing we 
will relax and socialize, with complimentary hors d’oeuvres provided.  Locafion to be announced.

ILA Coming Events in 2025 March 2025 
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Our 2025 Sponsors! 

Each year, local businesses and organizafions sponsor the Intermediate Lake Associafion by supporfing us 
and our mission to protect our lake. When you see them give them a wave and a smile.  Our local 
businesses are generous and care about our community.  Our 2025 sponsors are:

 Central Lake EZ Mart
 Creafive Characters Prinfing
 Pine Hill Nursery & Landscaping
 Snug Harbor Cabins
 Buffman & Sons Excavafing
 Snowflake Spiritualist Church Camp
 Krifter Katcher Pest Control

These sponsorships help support and improve the ILA programs like loon care, boater safety, water quality, 
fighfing invasive species and monitoring and controlling the lake levels. 

We welcome business sponsors all year. ILA members can always approach other area businesses in 
becoming one of our 2025 Sponsors! Please contact us for a 2025 Business Sponsor Packet.

Mandy Bush
Membership Chair



The annual Central Lake Ice Fishing Tournament was a huge success, with a record 327 registered 
parficipants! ILA was proud to donate $500 toward prizes for aftendees. This was a upper Chain of Lakes 
tournament, but it's worth nofing that all winning fish were caught on our own beaufiful Intermediate 
Lake!

Congratulafions to Ausfin Johnson, Josiah Simmons/Tyler Ash (fie), and Maft Sexton who took first place 
for catching the largest Pike, Perch, and Walleye.

Maft Gabris

A Big Fish Story! 
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Lake Level Update 

So before we update you on the Bellaire Dam project, just wanted to menfion that yes the lake level is high, now that we 
are in the middle of the spring melt.  What a difference the winter snowfall makes!  Last winter the snowfall was below 
average, causing the spring thaw and resulfing snow melt to only cause a moderate rise in lake levels.  With this winter’s 
much greater snowfall (!), the spring thaw is driving a more substanfial rise in Intermediate Lake.  But rest assured the 
Bellaire Dam gates are wide open and this too, as they say, shall pass!  On to the Bellaire Dam update:

Work confinues by GEI Consultants and Spicer Group on the first phase of Bellaire Dam Rehabilitafion project using 
funding from a 2024 State of Michigan (EGLE) Dam Risk Reducfion Grant.  The first phase of this work is scheduled to finish 
in the second quarter of 2025.

As discussed in prior ILA Bullefins, computer modeling of the Elk River Chain of Lakes (ERCOL) has shown that the Bellaire 
Dam does not have enough capacity to handle a 100 year rain event without being overtopped (note this would be a 100 
year rain event over the enfire ERCOL watershed).  Because of this, this phase is developing opfions to address this 
deficiency.  Three alternafives are being drawn up, from which one will be selected as the recommended opfion to 
proceed with.  Our next project review meefing is scheduled for April 8th and we anficipate being able to select the 
preferred opfion at that fime.

Upon successful complefion of the first phase, the second phase of the project will hopefully focus on construcfion design 
work of the recommended opfion (starfing in the second quarter of 2025).

We are also applying for further grants from the state to confinue this work into 2026.

The ILA is part of the stakeholder team and Antrim County which is overseeing this important work.      

Dave Chrisfian & Janet Hickman
ILA Lake Level Commiftee Co-Chairs 
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Intermediate Lake Property Development Permit 

On February 12,  the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy - Water Resources 
Division (MEGLE - WRD), posted for public comment property owner Shannon Manley-Redburn’s (of Brant, MI) 
permit applicafion to discharge an approximate total 641 cubic yards of sand fill into forested wetlands to 
create a 50-foot by 40-foot (0.05 acre) parking area, a 12-foot-wide by 750-foot-long (0.21 acre) access 
driveway, and a 50-foot by 40-foot (0.05 acre) recreafion pad adjacent to Intermediate Lake; then construct a 
16-foot by 16-foot elevated, open-pile, screen house. The applicant also proposes to install 3 cubic yards of 
variably sized rock riprap along 30 linear feet of Intermediate Lake.  The property in quesfion is on the west 
side of the lake, near the south end.

Shortly after the posfing the ILA board was informed.  At first read, this had several red flags:

 Disrupfion of wetland flora and fauna
 Reducfion of wetland acreage which provides integral ecosystem balance.
 Potenfial disrupfion to Loon nesfing and rearing on the south end of our lake. 

A healthy dialogue of texts, emails and conversafions took place in short order to determine what, if anything 
should be done. 

The voice of reason and diverse opinion prevailed, and the board recognized we must not only protect our 
lake’s natural resources but also our lake owners’ rights as property owners.  Prior to the March 4 deadline for 
public comment, we did the following:  

1. Sent the link for the public comment to our members as well as answered emails and comments about 
what other details we knew.

2. We posted the informafion on our Facebook page and asked members to spread the word and 
        comment as individuals prior to the March 4 deadline.
1. The board reached out to the MEGLE - WRD Contact: Keri Kent, KentK4@Michigan.gov,  by phone, 

email and comment portal.  This is what was conveyed: 

“As the chosen delegate and board member for the Intermediate Lake Association (ILA) I am sending official
comment on the permit application for Shannon Manley-Redburn number HQ7-XR7R-2R80X for the ILA. Please 
note our six board members represent a diverse cross-section of over 250 households and businesses. This 
represents over 500 Intermediate Lake Residents and Stakeholders.

As the board, we have contacted our members and made them aware of the proposed activity and asked them 
to comment via the website by March 4, 2025. We have had several direct requests to provide a forum or call 
to get more information and further voice opinions. I will be reaching out to Keri Kent this week to find out if 
we can coordinate this with EGLE and potentially the property owner. Please note the comments we have seen 
so far have been of genuine concern but also emphasize respecting property owners’ rights if they follow the 
permit process and the law.
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Intermediate Lake Property Development Permit (Cont.) 

As the ILA we must respect all property owners’ rights and ensure due legal process is followed. With over 
500 individuals represented we expect and will help facilitate proper awareness of this project if approved. 
We expect reporting concerns to EGLE will be easy and followed up if considered legitimate. If the process 
is not followed or timelines are not adhered to, we are prepared to follow the due process to ensure the 
health of our Lake is not jeopardized.

I will be in contact this week to discuss the next steps with our membership. Thank you.”

Ms. Kent did respond and was very professional and accommodating to having a “Lunch and Learn” 45-
minute online forum. The video conference was recorded and is listed here as a link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/
JeDLxhrqgA5HopwvkL4dH_KeJQbVMT6Fk8ZHBGyDcJ2Afw7yN40F7KN-_D_-
Y1af.DmrsPHbJkGm6oYOO 

Passcode:  %z9v%&4!

A direct line to report on any infractions or concerns is also included on the recording.

Several action items were brought up from the call and other ILA members volunteered to meet, and have, 
with the Wildlife division of MEGLE – WRD.  Other points to engage with the property owner and continue 
consistent dialogue with WRD were discussed and we believe are on a positive trajectory.

The permit, as written, has not yet been approved and will go through more renditions before any type of 
construction begins.  Ms. Kent did convey to the forum that the permit applicants did not appear to want 
to cause harm or start a fight, they simply wanted to enjoy their property and our Lake.  The ILA board and 
members directly conveyed that it was understood, but we will be looking for long term assurance the 
process is followed, is consistent with other permit applications and all other variables, like Loon habitat 
are addressed before construction begins.

Thank you all for being ILA members, speaking up early and often and a “to-be continued” in this trial run 
to watch over our beautiful lake we call home.

Maft Gabris
Vice President
Intermediate Lake Associafion 
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Membership Briefs!  

Long fime ILA member, friend and ‘original’ Intermediate Lake hydrologist, Richmond Brown, turns 100 
years young on April 5, 2025.  He currently lives at an assisted living home in Traverse City.  Please help 
make his day by sending him a birthday card.  If you can, please include a photo of yourself, to help him 
connect a name with a face.  Cards can be sent to his niece in Traverse City, and she will take them over 
on the big day:

Richmond Brown
c/o Fleda Brown
600 Coftageview Drive, Apt 153
Traverse City, MI  49684

Janet Hickman, Lake Level co-Chair

******************************************

Hey members!

Our webmaster made it a liftle easier to renew your annual membership. Visit the website at  hftps://
intermediatelake.org and click on the green starburst in the upper right corner. This will direct you to the 
link to renew using debit card, credit card or PayPal. We appreciate you!

Remember, dues are $25 per membership for one year or $100 for five years.  A great deal!

Mandy Bush
Membership Chair

******************************************

Are you following the ILA Facebook page?  Besides our bullefin arficles, here's what you'll find on there:

* Urgent lake-related news (last summer's algae bloom was reported first on our page!)
* Unique pictures and videos submifted by property owners (how often do you see a bald eagle  

hunfing a loon?)
* Loon updates - from eggs to adults
* Pictures from ILA events
* Info about local businesses that sponsor our organizafion
* Event updates and reminders

We'd love to have you join and engage in our wonderful online community!  We have 810 “likes” and over 
1000 followers!  Find us at: hftps://www.facebook.com/share/1BtBHbBMFG/?mibexfid=wwXIfr

Liz Phelps
ILA Facebook Administrator                     Page 5
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Why not give the Chain of  Lakes Water Trail a Try? 
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As you look out on the water, you may have seen kayakers, canoeists, and paddleboarders gliding past—

but did you know an official water trail runs right through your backyard? Much like a hiking trail but on 

water, the Chain of Lakes Water Trail spans over 100 miles and features designated routes, access sites, 

and amenifies for paddlers of all levels.

A Hidden Gem in Your Backyard

Hosted and managed by Paddle Antrim, a nonprofit dedicated to protecfing water resources, the trail 
offers 84 public access sites with parking, restrooms, potable water, and picnic spots. Paddlers can 
follow routes that keep them close to shore, categorized as beginner, intermediate, or advanced based 
on lake size and access point distances. 

Improvements along the Trail

Excifing improvements confinue: construcfion will be complete in summer 2025 on water trail 
enhancements at Elk Rapids Rotary Park, and planning for improvements at Central Lake's Thurston 
Park have begun. Improvements focus on improving accessibility for all park users while emphasizing 
stewardship of our waterways.

Experience the Trail Firsthand

One of the best ways to enjoy the trail is joining Paddle Antrim for one of their events on the water. This 
includes Community Paddles all summer long, which are short evening paddlers. Or check out the 
Paddle Antrim Fesfival, an annual celebrafion where paddlers journey across the Chain of Lakes, 
stopping in trail towns for fesfivifies. It’s a perfect way to experience the beauty of the water while 
supporfing conservafion efforts. 

Join the Movement

Paddle Antrim also offers classes like Intro to Kayaking, Kayak Rescues, and Aquafic Invasive Species 
Idenfificafion to promote safety and stewardship. The goal is simple: the more people who enjoy our 
lakes and rivers, the more people will want to protect them.

Paddle Antrim is proud to work with Intermediate Lake Associafion on protecfing our waterways for the 
past 10 years. We are grateful for member support annually as volunteers for the Paddle Antrim Fesfival 
and appreciate their support in enhancing loon messaging on our water trail signs. 

To learn more about Paddle Antrim, improvements coming to Central Lake or join an event, visit 

www.paddleantrim.com. The water is waifing—come explore!
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During every ILA board meefing, we discuss future projects and/or how to best focus our resources. An 
item that often comes up is “we need more fish in the lake.” An “all-sports” lake ought to be good fishing. 
A couple of meefings ago, we said let’s contact the DNR and see if we can buy some fish. Our secretary, 
Stan Yoder, volunteered to do that. We found that we are not biologically or financially qualified to 
increase the fish populafion in Intermediate Lake.  A well-thought-out lobbying campaign is probably our 
best course of acfion.

We arrived at this conclusion based on Stan’s communicafions with Heather Heftinger, Fisheries 
Management Biologist, Central Lake Michigan Mgt. Unit - Traverse City Field Office.  Stan asked her about 
the possibility of stocking fish in Intermediate Lake.  But first recognize the Intermediate Lake Associafion 
appreciates the efforts of the DNR and their fish stocking program. The Board wants to keep our lake 
healthy and if possible, further increase various fish populafions in the Lake.  He reviewed the informafion 
concerning the need for a Public Waters Stocking Permit and the lefter from Randy Claramunt, Chief 
Fisheries Division. He posed several quesfions to Heather:

If a permit is obtained, can we purchase addifional fish from the Michigan Hatcheries that 
are listed online (more Walleye and/or maybe bluegill or panfish)?  If so, do we need to 
have the fish health tested as set out in the Memo?

If we can purchase from the Michigan Hatcheries, what is/are the costs?

If we cannot purchase from the listed hatcheries, do you have a list of reputable sellers?

Heather Heftinger responded:

No, lake associafions and private individuals may not purchase fish from the six Michigan DNR Fish 
Hatcheries. All of the fish produced there are allocated by biologists like myself for stocking, and 
there are no surplus fish available. As those fish are raised using fishing license dollars, they may 
not be sold.

In order to privately purchase fish and stock them in a public body of water such as Intermediate 
Lake, you would need to go to this website and fill out the permit, then return the permit 
applicafion back to me for approval.

The list of private fish hatcheries where fish may be purchased from can be obtained from me.

We should have a conversafion about what the associafion's thoughts are, what species of fish you 
are thinking about purchasing, and why. Purchasing fish from a private facility is very expensive, 
and there are certain reasons why we stock what we do, and certain numbers of fish you would 
need to purchase to actually make any impacts. We should talk through those things before the 
associafion starts shopping.
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Website: intermediatelake.org 
Facebook: Intermediate Lake Associafion 
email@intermediatelake.org
P.O. Box 795, Central Lake, MI 49622
ILA is a 501c3 non-profit 

Fishing Stocking on Intermediate Lake (Cont.) 

Note that panfish are expensive, in fact for stockable size fish you can plan on the fish cosfing 
between $3.00-$4.50 per fish depending on where you purchase them from. Our recommended 
stocking rate to bolster exisfing populafions is up to 100 fish per acre, so at 1,569 acres you might 
be looking at 150,000 panfish 1-3 inches long to really make an impact- depends on what your 
goal is. Most of the fime when you purchase panfish from a private facility you are purchasing 
hybrid sunfish- a cross between a blue and green sunfish usually, bred to grow quickly. These are 
good fish but there are some disadvantages; they are typically aggressive feeders and may get 
caught quickly, and given their breeding somefimes that number of fish that you received is 
dominated by males their spawning doesn’t do much to confinue to bolster the populafion.

Our plan for Intermediate Lake is to stock walleye every other year - we want enough walleye in 
the lake that they are creafing a fishery, but not so many that they are impacfing other species –
like panfish. Walleye are big panfish predators and while large numbers of walleye can produce 
populafions of big bluegill and sunfish, to do that it typically reduces the number of panfish 
overall.  A bit of a balance to be had there- just some things to think about.

Heather Heftinger Fisheries Management Biologist Central Lake Michigan Mgt. Unit- Traverse City 
Field Office 231.463.4030 (Cell) 231.922.6056 (Desk) [heftingerh@michigan.gov] 
(mailto:heftingerh@michigan.gov)

Finally, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) regularly stocks the Elk River Chain of 
Lakes with fish. While this informafion is easily available on the DNR website, we’ll provide the last few 
years’ fish stocking informafion for Intermediate Lake:

 On May 30, 2018, 66,475 walleye were planted (1.42 inch size)
 On November 9 & 10, 2021, 2,339 walleye were planted (7.5 inch size)
 On June 22, 2022, 64,735 walleye were planted (1.5 inch size)
 On June 28, 2023, 50,866 walleye were planted (1.75 inch size)

Fish planfing was also done on Bellaire and Six Mile (walleye), Torch (Atlanfic salmon), and Elk (rainbow 
trout). See the DNR database for details.

John Bridenbaugh
Stan Yoder


