
On Saturday, August 10th, ILA members gathered at the Torch Lake Café in Eastport for the 18th ILA Annual 
Meefing.  During the meefing directors were elected to the ILA Board, an update was given on Lake Level 
work, the proposed new flood plain limits for our area were shown and discussed and Dick West gave a 
Loon update.  In addifion, we congratulated refiring Board director Jim Gilleylen on his many years of 
service to the ILA (see the picture).  We will miss Jim on the Board!  Plenfiful and delicious complimentary  
hor-d’oeuvres were served for those in aftendance.

Your current ILA Board of Directors are:
David Chrisfian, President
John Bridenbaugh, Treasurer
Stan Yoder, Secretary
Mandy Bush
Maft Gabris
Andy Hickman
Aaron Phelps

If you ever have any quesfions, comments or concerns, please reach out to the Board (via the ILA email as 
listed at the boftom of this newslefter) – we always welcome your input.  Also note that the ILA By-laws, 
plus lots of other useful informafion can be found on the ILA website. 

Here are three pictures from the event.
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Hello ILA Members – We want to make sure that all of you are staying informed of everything going on in the ILA.  So 
please help us with that.  With that goal in mind, understand that e-mail and Facebook are the two primary means 
by which we communicate with our membership, so please ensure we have your current e-mail address (or 
addresses) for you and/or start following us on our Facebook page.  While different in format and fiming, everything 
we send out via email is also posted to our Facebook site, so ufilizing either one will keep you similarly informed.  
We have mailed out newslefters 5 fimes so far in 2024 (January, February, April, June and July), plus this September 
issue.   If you are not receiving these via your email address, please send us an e-mail to the address below alerfing 
us to the problem. 

For those of you receiving e-mail, you should enter our organizafion in your e-mail address book as a Contact.  Doing 
that will help our ILA e-mails land in your in-basket instead of in your spam and/or junk mail folders.  To repeat, add 
Intermediate Lake Associafion (email@intermediatelake.org) to your address book.

If you want us to communicate with you via the USPS, please let us know and make sure we have your current postal 
address.

Are you Staying Connected? 
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We have terrific news! The Village of Central Lake and a small group of Stakeholders were awarded a Michigan 
Health Endowment Fund grant for $350,000!!!  This grant is designed to fund pre-construcfion surveying, 
engineering and design of the proposed Flyer trail. This is very excifing, as pre-construcfion funds are not usually 
available. This grant saves years of fund raising for this aspect of the project.

The grant funds will allow our communifies to inifially complete a detailed trail survey and offer a proposed design. 
We can then use this informafion to host mulfiple informafional meefings for community input regarding the trail. 

The ILA has been in the mix from the beginning and very much supports these efforts.  The team will be meefing 
with the Grant Administrator to plan our next steps and will reach out to the Stakeholder Commiftee, including ILA, 
when we have more informafion.  Building a trail is a slow process, esfimated early 2027, but it is so exhilarafing 
when there is a huge step forward.

If you have any quesfions, please feel free to contact Maft Gabris, Maggie Maul or Pam Singer.

Maft Gabris, Director

Central Lake to Bellaire Bike Path Update 

Waterfront Property Owners Resource Guide 

Several lake associafions, including the ILA, and local environmental organizafions have created a resource guide 
that effecfively provides water-related resources to waterfront property owners throughout the Elk River Chain of 
Lakes watershed. The intent of this resource guide is to increase awareness of issues and best pracfices related to 
protecfing our lakes and rivers, as well as connecfing waterfront property owners to the larger Elk River Chain of 
Lakes watershed.  We encourage ILA members to ufilize this useful online tool.  Give it a look!

You can access this guide through the ILA website (it’s in the Conservafion drop down menu item).
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Year End Loon Report 
Intermediate Lake confinues to be a great spot for loon watching again this year. I say “confinues to be” because, even as our 

adult loons have apparently headed south, our six youngsters are sfill around to entertain us.

Spring and summer of 2024 provided more than the usual excitement for us loon watchers. For the first fime in anyone’s 

memory we had four pairs of loons nesfing on Intermediate Lake!…pairs on a plafform at the southernmost end of the lake, on a 

plafform further north in the south end towards Recreafion Point (that we call the “eagle tree”pair), on a natural nest near 

Gorham Beach and on a plafform near the 90 degree turn of Intermediate Lake Road (that we call the “Green property” pair). 

Not only was this an historic event in itself, but by having a loon family established further into the north part of the lake, more 

people were able to frequently see baby loons being tended to by their parents. That is certainly a joy to watch.

Adding to the excitement this year, three of the pairs were successful in raising two chicks each. That is the most chicks we can 

hope for in each family.  Even the unsuccessful pair provided some very interesfing nesfing acfivity. That pair were the first to 

occupy their nesfing plafform in the southernmost part of the lake. They promptly laid two eggs and a loon was seen sifting on 

those eggs on May 1st. But by May 8th the pair had for some reason abandoned those eggs. They somehow must have deter-

mined those eggs were not developing properly. As sad as that was to see, on May 9th that sadness turned to amazement as I 

saw that pair on the plafform mafing! They weren’t wasfing any fime making a second aftempt. Second aftempts are rather rare 

but not unheard of. Very shortly after mafing again they were sifting on two more eggs. In fact one of those eggs hatched on 

June 19. The joy for that pair again turned to sadness when late on the afternoon of June 20, there was no sign of their new 

chick. That chick only survived for about a day. Their other egg never did hatch. They finally gave up on that egg and abandoned 

it on or about July 10.

Aside from that loon pair’s lack of success, the Gorham Beach pair also gave us moments of concern at their natural nesfing site. 

On May 28, after they had been sifting on their two eggs almost three weeks, we got rain…lots of rain…enough rain to raise the 

water level over 6 inches in just a couple of days. As usual, the Gorham Beach pair had built their nest close to the water just a 

couple of inches above the water level. When this big storm caused the water to rise rapidly this pair was threatened with losing 

their eggs. Instead of abandoning the eggs they confinued sifting on them and started adding more material to the nest. Over 

those days of rising water, strong winds and very choppy waves they raised that nest over seven inches higher…and the eggs 

along with it! It was painful to watch the nest literally bouncing in the waves with a loon sifting on it constantly reaching under 

water and around the nest for more material. I was very concerned that those eggs could not be kept warm enough to properly 

incubate. Finally, by May 31, the wind and waves calmed down and the water stopped rising. Then on June 2, the Gorham Beach 

pair was rewarded for their heroic efforts by taking the First Chick Award for 2024!

Once the excitement of the struggle at Gorham Beach had passed, the eagle tree pair and the Green property pair soon hatched 

their chicks. And so began our summer of watching those six chicks grow. With three healthy families spread over the lake from 

north to south we were receiving many more loon spofting stories than usual…a very rewarding summer for the ILA Loon Pla-

toon.

Along with numerous reports on our three families, we were also hearing more reports of groups of adult loons gathering at 

various spots around the lake. Groups of four to fifteen or more loons were being spofted congregafing rather frequently. This 

frequent acfivity also was unusual compared to previous summers…and very entertaining. It appears to me that Intermediate 

Lake may be turning into the Las Vegas for loon convenfions! Let’s hope they confinue to use this venue in the future.

With such an historic and excifing loon watching season coming to a close, we are already looking forward to what next year 

might bring us. Do we dare hope to have five pairs of loons nesfing on our fabulous lake??  …Of course we do! We are already 

planning to place an addifional nesfing plafform in the far northern part of the lake.

Stay tuned… Dick West Page 3
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Intermediate Lake 2024 Water Quality Report 

Responsibility for Intermediate Lake water quality monitoring transferred in 2024 from Maft Gabris and other 
volunteers to Chrisfina and Greg Bellopatrick.  As in the past, Chrisfina and Greg confinued to work with the Tip of 
the Mift Watershed Council (ToMWC) sampling protocols to perform water quality sampling on the lake.

There were periodic data and samples collected following these protocols from May to September of this year.  
Chrisfina and Greg would anchor their pontoon boat in front of the “Red House” to collect the data and samples. 
This locafion is the deepest part of the lake, which exceeds over 80 feet in depth.  Several of the data indicators 
measured were like a checkup with your doctor.

Water transparency or “clarity” was measured by lowering a black and white Secchi (pronounced Sech-E) disk into 
the water and recording the depth at which the disk was no longer visible.  In the first couple of samples early this 
summer, the lake had over 20 feet, 6 inches of clarity, which is about 2 feet more than last year in 2023.  The 
visible depth reduced to about 7 feet, 7 inches over the course of the summer due to recreafional use and strong 
winds causing the lake to “turn over.”

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) in the water is important so fish and other life can breathe.  DO is measured in 5-foot 
increments all the way down to the lake’s deepest point.  These data showed healthy levels up to 9.2 mg/L at the 
surface and an expected decline as the sampling was taken deeper.  Even in September, the DO level was around 
8.4 mg/L and declined to approximately 1 mg/L at 80 feet.  These readings indicate that fish can be anywhere, and 
the lake provides a healthy environment with minimal pollufion, which can drop these levels.

Temperature of the water was also measured at 5-foot increments.  The surface temperature of the water in late 
May was 18.9 degrees Celsius (C), which is 66 degrees Fahrenheit (F).  The highest surface temperature recorded 
was in mid-July at 26.1 degrees C, which is 79 degrees F.  By early September, the surface temperature was back 
down to 22.1 degrees C, which is 72 degrees F.  Once again, the measurements showed significant temperature 
changes at different depths, which are known as thermoclines or metalimnions.  These changes indicate good 
thermal strafificafion, which is noficeable temperature changes in a short verfical range of water.  The changes 
began around 15 feet throughout the summer, as well as some changes being apparent around 30 and 50 feet.  
These temperature changes at different depths can be felt when you or your kids jump off the boat into the water.

Chlorophyll-a samples were collected using a water sampler lowered twice to the depth of the Secchi disk reading.  
Chlorophyll-a is the pigment found in all green plants and algae.  The collected water is then filtered, frozen and 
later sent to a lab to analyize the density of phytoplankton in the water, which is an important food source for the 
lower food chain.  The samples are analyzed at a lab that performs most of this work for many Northern Michigan 
lakes.  This year’s lab analysis is pending as it is currently not completed.

All indicators confinue to show great lake health and water quality for Intermediate Lake.  Thank you for your 
interest and confinued efforts in keeping our Intermediate Lake healthy.

Chrisfina and Greg Bellopatrick

https://intermediatelake.org



