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Welcome to the ILA Newsletter – Fall 
2018 Edition. It’s been a busy and pro-
ductive year for the Intermediate Lake 
Association. Kathy and I returned to 
Michigan after 3 months in Florida to find 
cold temperatures, snow on the ground 
and the lake still frozen on April 1

st
. OK – 

so that’s not such a big deal, but as it 
turned out the Lake still had ice on it un-
til the second week in May. 
 
During the 1st big snowstorm on or 
about April 14

th
, I broke my right ankle 

trying to blow snow from our driveway. 
Thinking it was “just another sprain” it 
appears I walked (not well) on that bro-
ken ankle until surgery on May 10

th
. Be-

cause of that, I was unable to help get 
our loon platforms out with the Loon Pla-
toon. As it turns out, we put five Plat-
forms out, one more than for 2017. 
Thanks so much to Dick West, Jim 
Gilleylen, Bob Webb and Andy Hickman. 
 
We are so fortunate that Keith Shahan 
stepped forward to volunteer as ILA 
Membership Committee Chair. For the 
first time and under Keith’s guidance, 
The Committee manned a table-top dis-
play at both the Central Lake 4

th
 of July 

and Bellaire Rubber Ducky Festivals. 

Volunteers staffed the table that offered 
information and recruited new members. 
 
Sherry Kremer, Jim Gilleylen, Ken Free-
man and Keith Shahan spent a lot of 
time putting together a bulk mailing 
package of information that was sent to 
every Lakefront property owner (453 
properties). The package contained 
swimmer’s itch & lake level surveys and 
an ILA membership form. What a suc-
cess!. On June 1

st
 before the survey 

went out, we had 40 paid members. I am 
so happy to report that on November 1

st
 

we had 144. Thanks to all our volunteers 
and welcome to our new members. 
 
At our Annual Meeting in August we ap-
proved changes to our Bylaws and in-
stalled Keith Shahan as a Director. In 
September we appointed Dave Christian 
as a Director to fill Bob Mohr’s open po-
sition. Sherry Kremer was appointed 
Treasurer and Dave Christian appointed 
Assistant Treasurer. We have a very tal-
ented and hard-working Board of Direc-
tors conducting the daily business of the 
Intermediate Lake Association. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

 
Our Members have made it clear that 
there are concerns with both swimmer’s 
itch and high lake levels. Jim Gilleylen 
will act as startup implementer for a 
Swimmer’s Itch Committee, but will need 
volunteer help to carry activities forward. 
Janet Hickman and Dave Christian have 
volunteered to co-chair the Lake Level 
Committee and they are off and running, 
having held and attended several organ-
izational and informational meetings on 
the subject. At this writing Dave is pre-
paring a draft Request For Proposals 
(RFP) for both hydrologic and hydraulic 
modeling of the Chain of Lakes, both of 
which are necessary first steps in plan-
ning any remedial lake level work.   
 
As 2018 draws to an end the Board has 
made swimmer’s itch and lake levels pri-
mary focus activities for 2019. The next 
step in the swimmer’s itch program is to 
conduct a scientific “assessment” of the 
primary and secondary swimmer’s itch 
parasite hosts. We are anticipating en-
tering into a contract to conduct such 
assessment, having an estimated 
$3000.00 price tag. On the lake level 
front, ILA has taken the lead and formed 
a committee and recruited co-chairs 
Janet Hickman and Dave Christian. We 
are joined by a consortium of stake-
holders including other ERCOL lake as-
sociations, Antrim County Operator of 
Dams, Antrim County Board of Direc-
tors, MDNR, MDEQ and the Tip of the 
Mitt Watershed Council. The task at 
hand is to prepare and send out a Re-
quest for Proposals for hydrologic and 

hydraulic evaluation of ERCOL. You will 
certainly be kept up-to-date on this very 
timely and necessary project and other 
activities as may arise. 
 
To close, on behalf of the Board, I want 
to thank our members for your continu-
ing support. We are three times larger 
than we were in June 2018, and our fi-
nances are sound and larger in scale. 
Whether your main concern is loons, 
swimmer’s itch, lake level or other, the 
Intermediate Lake Association’s main 
goal is to serve the membership and 
conduct activities that protect and pre-
serve Intermediate Lake. Make no mis-
take, though, it is the financial support 
and volunteer time and effort that allows 
ILA to be successful. We are blessed 
with the recent show of support and look 
toward a very bright ILA future. 
 
Have a safe winter and the very best 
and happiest Christmas. 
 
 
Steve Young, President 
Intermediate Lake Association 
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Unfortunately, our wonderful Intermedi-
ate Lake is among many throughout the 
upper Midwest being impacted by 
“swimmers itch”, an annoying, irritating, 
itchy dermatitis caused by a tiny parasite 
biologists call “avian schistosomes”.  
The Intermediate Lake Association first 
became aware of it back in 2008 when 
an ILA member's kids got riddled with it 
and became averse to playing in their 
shoreline water area. The ILA soon 
learned that a number of other members 
suffered similar afflictions, and that con-
cern has been ongo-
ing ever since. 
 
Information about 
cause and remedy 
was sparse for a 
number of years. 
In 2015 ILA joined in 
with 15 other NW 
Michigan lakes as a volunteer participant 
in an Oakland University swimmer’s itch 
study being conducted by parasitologist 
Dr. Thomas Raffel.  The “primary goal 
was to measure avian schistosome 
parasites and potential snail 
intermediate hosts, and, to test for 
effects with various hypothesized 
environmental drivers”.  An ILA member 
family volunteered their riparian area as 
a test site and to take water samples 
daily from June thru September. The 
samples were taken to OU and assayed 
and evaluated. The samples from each 
lake  were compiled and summary 

results provided to each.  Ours clearly 
indicated prevalence of the parasite’s 
DNA in our waters. And, they were 
informative as to the parasite‘s 
environmental drivers. Remedial actions 
were then limited to scoping potential 
cost effective methods to find a way to 
“break the life cycle of the parasite”. 
 
Fast forward to 2016 when we were 
made aware of Higgins Lake’s concerted 
efforts to organize and fund a science 
based group to address their wide 

spread swimmer‘s 
itch issue with a 
Comprehensive 
Swimmer’s Itch 
Control Program 
(SCION).  SICON 
morphed into the 
formation of the 
Michigan Swimmers 

Itch Partnership (MISIP), and, ensuing 
goals included a strong lobby effort in 
Lansing that proved fruitful;  resulting in 
a $750,000 3 year grant provided thru 
auspices of Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council  (TOMWC) as fiduciary.  The 
grant was defined to be split and 
distributed between research and 
supplemental support to assist local 
Michigan lakes in financing approved 
control methods on a capped cost share 
basis.  $250,000 remains to fund 2019 
requests.   
 

(Continued on Page 4) 

SWIMMER’S ITCH REPORT 
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Swimmer’s Itch 

(Continued from Page 3) 
 

ILA is a MISIP member and plans to ap-
ply for 2019 funds to support a phase 
one mandated Lake Assessment/
Survey.  If it is approved and permitted, 
we will pursue entering a control pro-
gram in year 2020.  This effort going for-

ward in 2020 will require membership 
support both in fund raising as well as 
volunteer help. We will keep you posted 
as things are firmed up. 
 
May your Christmas be Merry and the 
New Year a Happy one! 
 

Jim Gilleylen, Vice-President 
Intermediate Lake Association 

ILA Newsletter                                                                                                                     Fall 2018 
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Just before Labor Day, we sent out our 
mass mailing to 453 property owners.  
We purchased  a list of property owners 
on Intermediate Lake from Antrim 
County.  There were 498 names on the 
list.  We edited the list and took out busi-
nesses, as we were working on a sepa-
rate method of approaching business 
owners.  We also removed duplicate 
names.  For example, if someone owned 
3 parcels of land on Intermediate Lake, 
we sent them only 1 mailing.  The mail-
ing included a list of reasons ILA exists, 
projects we've been involved in, a high 
water survey, a swimmers itch survey 
and a membership form. 
 
As a result of the mailing we increased 
our membership by 43 and had 3 renew-
als.  We also received over 50 high wa-
ter and swimmers itch surveys.  Al-
though we would have liked to have 
more forms come back, we are pleased 
with what we did receive.  Plus we con-
tinue to receive new memberships 
weekly.  We've gone from 43 members 
in May, to 123 members as of Novem-
ber 4.  That's almost 3 times as many 
members.  I'd also like to thank those of 
you who went door to door soliciting new 
members. 
 
Our checking account reflects the influx 
of new members.  Many of the new 
members opted for the 5 year $100 

membership.  So, as I've said in our 
meetings, the board will take into ac-
count the need to spread the money 
over a 5 year period.  As of Novem-
ber 30, 2018, we spent $1,884.75 for the 
year.  This is significantly less than we 
thought we'd spend, as the bulk mailing 
was so much less than we thought it 
would be.  Our cash as of Novem-
ber 30, 2018 was $13,821.98. 
 
In January, I'll be sending out data that 
shows what we budgeted in 2018 vs. 
what we actually spent.  I will also send 
out the 2019 budget the Board of Direc-
tors has put together. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their hard work 
this summer.   
      
   Sherry Kremer 
   Treasurer 

FROM THE TREASURER 
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Success and struggles for Intermediate 
Lake Loons in 2018 
 
The spring of 2018 was a tough one for 
all the inhabitants on and around Inter-
mediate Lake. The ice did not break up 
until the end of April...and when it did the 
water level was extremely high. 
 
Loons were spotted in areas of open wa-
ter in early April. The ILA's "Loon Pla-
toon" was hoping to get our nesting plat-
forms, which had been constructed by 
the ILA out of PVC pipe and snow fence 
netting, in place by mid-April but due to 
the ice that was not 
accomplished until 
May 5th. We placed 
two platforms in the 
south end of the lake 
as in previous years, 
one in the area of the 
Snowflake Camp and 
another near the Ar-
nold Family property 
at the north end of the lake. The two 
platforms in the south end immediately 
had loon pairs showing interest and 
were quickly occupied. Not surprisingly, 
the two new platforms did not get occu-
pied but we did have reports of loons 
checking them out during the summer. 
 
Unfortunately, the high water prevented 
our returning "Gorham Beach Pair" from 
nesting on their little natural island until 
the water level went down. Interestingly, 
that pair started to nest as soon as there 
was a dry spot available but then con-
structed another nest when the water 
level dropped further. They did not oc-
cupy their nest until the end of May, 

nearly a month after the two pairs in the 
south end. 
 
The first loon chick was hatched by the 
southernmost pair on June 6, with their 
second chick hatched on June 9. Both of 
those chicks thrived and survived the 
summer. The other pair at the south end 
should have had a chick or two about 
that same time...but sadly, they per-
sisted in sitting on an infertile egg or two 
for nearly three months before abandon-
ing the nest. 
 
The Gorham Beach pair hatched a chick 

on June 26, as ex-
pected about a 
month after the 
southernmost pair. 
They apparently laid 
only one egg this 
year...and perhaps 
that was for the best, 
since with only one 
chick to feed that 

chick was easily able to to be developed 
in time to head south for the winter.  
 
In fact, on a personal note, that chick 
provided me with one of my most excit-
ing observations of the summer, taken 
from my notes on August 23, when that 
chick was just two months old: 
 
"On my paddle boat ride this morning  
I spotted the Gorham Beach youngster 
with his dad hanging out close to their 
nest site.  (Ed. Note: I was assuming it 
was the male adult based on my under-
standing that the females head south  
 

(Continued on Page 7) 

ILA LOON PROJECT 
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Loon Report 
(Continued from Page 6) 

 
first. Later I found out that is generally 
the case, but not always. dw) 
 
As I watched, the young loon took off for 
a short test flight into a light breeze from 
the east. The flight went less than 100 
yards but the little guy looked to be a 
strong stable flyer. It will most certainly 
be ready to fly south in a couple of 
months.  
 
I watched those two for quite a while 
hoping to see another flight but did not 
see one. I did see a lot of communicat-
ing gestures and some non-feeding div-
ing going on. My guess is the old man 
was explaining his upcoming departure 
and trying to coax his offspring to show 
me another test flight... 
 
The females have most certainly left the 
area already, in my opinion, since I have 
not seen the whole family together in 
well over a week. I have also only seen 
one adult with the two babies at the 
south end of the lake lately." 
 
My last sighting of what I am quite sure 
was the lone Gorham Beach youngster 
was on October 23. Loons were spotted 
on the lake after that date but at that 
point it is hard to say if they were local or 
just migrating through. 
 
Overall, Intermediate Lake had another 
successful year for our loon families. 
 
The ILA is proud and privileged to have 
some involvement in that success. In the 
coming months and years we hope to 
encourage our members and the public 

in general to support us in promoting 
loon welfare by continuing our nesting 
platforms project and by helping to fi-
nance the banding and tracking of our 
loons and others in the Antrim County 
area. 
 
Please encourage others to show sup-
port for the welfare of all aspects of 
beautiful Intermediate Lake by joining 
the Intermediate Lake Association. As a 
benefit of that membership, in 2019 we 
hope to provide members with frequent 
observations of our loons during nesting, 
hatching and as the youngsters grow.  
 
Best wishes for your good heath in the 
coming year...and for the good health of 
Intermediate Lake in the coming centu-
ries! 
 
 
Dick West 
Avid loon observer and ILA member  
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Do you enjoy fishing? Have you tried to fish Intermediate Lake? If you're like me, 
you aimlessly wander, hit or miss searching for fish. Well here's some help. You 
may not know it, but the intermediate Lake Association has placed some artificial 
habitat in the lake hoping to draw both prey and predator fish to a known area, The 
attached map shows these 10 locations, where 3 shelters have been placed for 
each. The map below lists the GPS coordinates for each site.  We are told that, in 
fact, fish are attracted to the shelters and frequent sightings of loons visiting them 
prove that you can actually catch fish on or near them.  Will you TRY THE SITES 
OUT? And if you’re successful like we think you will be, let us know. For 2019, we 
plan to introduce fishing updates and stories to the ILA Website, so stay tuned for 
that! - Steve Young 

ILA FISH SHELTERS  
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The Co-chairs of the Lake Level Com-
mittee (LLC), David Christian and Janet 
Hickman have been busy this fall.  We 
have been attending the county Building, 
Land and Infrastructure (BLI) meetings 
and Board of Commissioners (BOC) 
meetings in order to learn who all the 
players are.  In addition, we are officially 
now a subcommittee of the Elk River 
Chain of Lakes  (ERCOL) Watershed 
group which is part of the Tip of the Mitt 
(TOM) Watershed Management District. 

In mid-September, 
the Intermediate 
Lake Association 
hosted a meeting at 
the Masonic Lodge 
in Central Lake with 
guest speaker Mark 
Stone, Antrim 
County’s Drain Com-
missioner and official 
Operator of Dams.  
The meeting was attended by about 50 
interested local residents.  Mark gave an 
interesting and helpful presentation sum-
marizing the status of the dam operation 
followed by a lively question and answer 
period. 

Also, in September we were invited to 
form a Lake Level Subcommittee within 
the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Manage-
ment District.  While anticipated, it be-
came very clear that in order to do any-
thing to solve the lake levels issues we 
are experiencing in the entire upper 
chain, any work to be done will have to 
be supported by hydrology studies and 
modeling. 

In early November we brought together 

key players from the county, ERCOL, 
TOM, and DEQ to meet with Dr. An-
thony Kendall from the MSU Hydrology 
Department to discuss the lake level 
problem and establish the scope and 
key deliverables for a hydrology study, 
including a predictive hydrological 
model.  We expect to have the Request 
for Proposal ready to go out by Decem-
ber 15, 2018. 

Once proposals are received, we will 
have a better idea of timing and potential 
cost.  We are hopeful that the ERCOL 

and TOM groups will 
provide knowledge-
able assistance in ob-
taining grant funding 
for the project.  With 
ILA President Steve 
Young’s assistance, 
we are developing our 
outreach list to all ER-
COL lake associa-
tions. 

We anticipate there will be opportunities 
for interested residents to participate in 
the study as ‘citizen scientists’, as one of 
the ways to help reduce the cost of the 
studies.  If you are interested in the lake 
level committee, participating as a 
‘citizen scientist’ please let either Janet 
or David know.  All such activities will be 
under the direction of the study principal 
investigators. 

 
Janet Hickman and David Christian 
Co-Chairs, Lake Level Committee 

LAKE LEVEL PROJECT 


