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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| don’t know about you, but | am ready
for the Pandemic to come to an end.
The Tigers fell apart, so did the Wings
and the Pistons. Looks like the Lions will
follow suit. It really is embarrassing to be
a Michigan pro sports fan! | have
watched the Lord of the Rings Trilogy at
least twice since March, same with the
Hobbit Triology (but honestly, | still enjoy
them). Thank goodness for AMC and
TCM (yeah Godzilla, the beast from
20,000 fathoms and the Black Lagoon)!
What I'm really ready for is for ILA to
have another fall Social gathering like
we had at the end of September 2019,
but we all know that ain’t gonna happen.
So please, please please stock up on
popcorn, Pepsi, frozen pizza and relax.
Stay close to home, wear your mask,
stay 6 feet away from other humans,
wash your hands and cough into your
sleeve. We can kick this thing if we just
stay the course!

Meanwhile, the ILA has taken to the
airwaves. Zoom is all the craze. Dave
Christian is a Zoom wizard, and | so
much appreciate his efforts for the
Board. Thanks also to Keith Shahan and
the Communications Committee, we
have renewed about 20 memberships
and are welcoming at least 25 new
members. We actually hit 200 paid
memberships on the rolls in October!
You, no doubt, realize that our outdoor

programs and activities are on hold due
to the Coronavirus. We've tried to make
up for that with increased emails, trying
to keep you up to date, not only with
what’s going on environmentally on
Intermediate Lake, but also on the Elk
River Chain Of Lakes (ERCOL),
Northwest Michigan, state and nation
wide. For right now, that’s the best we
can offer.

| have made several appeals for
member volunteers to step forward to
give of their time and talent and maybe
I’'ve been too general in my asking.
Maybe being more specific in our needs
will encourage you to consider
volunteering as follows:

1. At least one more two-person team
(spouse couples work great) to serve as
Lake Monitors to collect water samples
and analyze (simple tests) for water
quality.

2. At least one two-person team to
monitor for evidence of blue-green algae
blooms and report to the State and
Health Department of Northwest
Michigan.

(Continued on Page 2)
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3. A two-person team to periodically
inventory for Invasive terrestrial plants
(purple loosestrife and phragmites
infestations) and work with Tip of the
Mitt to eradicate plots of those invasive
plants.

4. Two to four persons to join our
Swimmer’s ltch Committee to construct
and monitor 1-2 mesh screen buffer
barriers (one at Thurston Park) to
determine their ability to reduce or
eliminate the guilty parasites.

5. At least two persons to serve as time
and place staff, reserving meeting
space, setting up the space, providing
refreshments and meeting supplies.

6. Two persons to lead the annual frog
and toad survey on and around
Intermediate Lake.

7. A two-person team to periodically
survey and inventory aquatic invasive
species milfoil, coontail, etc.)
infestations.

8. Study and make proposal to purchase
and “plant” certain game fishes, such as
perch, sunfish, blue gill, crappie and
prey to inhabit and improve fishing at the
10 fish-shelter sites on the lake.

9. Two-four volunteers to collect articles,
publish and distribute our ILA spring and
fall newsletters.

10. And an unknown cast of volunteers
to provide the necessary human
resource staff for our Communications,
Membership, Conservation &
Environment, Swimmer’s ltch, Water
Safety, Lake Level, Water Quality and
Loon Platoon Committees.

Whether you’re full time or seasonal, got
lots of spare time or just a little, have
special skills or background or are
willing to learn - we can use your help.
Right now, your Board of Directors
shoulders much of the leg work and
heavy lifting involved with our program,
activities and outreach. “Many hands
make light work. So please, consider
volunteering.

This Fall Newsletter has so much
interesting information. | hope you find it
interesting and informative. Be well, look
out for each other, be safe and above
all, do the right thing. Have a safe and
happy Thanksgiving, Christmas, New
Years and winter.

Steve Young, President
Intermediate Lake Association

Are You a Member?
If not, please consider joining the Intermediate Lake Association. If so, please ask your
relatives and Michigan neighbors to join. Also, consider volunteering for one of our
committees.

Dues are $25 per family for one year or $100 for five years. Click here for an application.



http://intermediatelake.org/ila%20standing%20committees.pdf
http://intermediatelake.org/application/Application%202020.pdf
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LOON REPORT

2020 was another successful year for
our three Intermediate Lake loon
families.

As expected, our returning loons were
here as soon as the ice was off the lake.
Luckily for them, our dependable ILA
Loon Platoon member, Andy Hickman,
was also here and swung into action
right at that time. Andy was able to get
the two nesting platforms in place at the
south end of the lake on April 25. Two
pairs of loons immediately took
occupancy of those two platforms. Our
third pair was hanging around their
favorite nesting spot near Gorham
Beach at that time also but the water
was too high for them to nest on that
spot yet.

The Gorham Beach pair were finally
able to nest on their little island on about
May 11, and they wasted no time
producing a couple of eggs.
Unfortunately, one of the eggs came off
the nest with the continuing high water
and wave action.

All of the other eggs on our three nests
continued to incubate, and on May 25
our first two chicks were spotted at the
southernmost nesting platform by Paul
Winkler. That was exactly one month
from the date the platforms were put in
place. That pair was definitely ready to
go when their platform hit the water!

It took an additional twelve days for the
other pair nesting in the south end to
hatch their chicks. Those two chicks
were first seen on June 7.

Surprisingly, the Gorham Beach pair,
even after their late nesting date, were
able to hatch their chick just one day
later, on June 8.

Since then, it has simply been a matter
of watching the chicks grow...and they
certainly do that rapidly! I'm always
nervous when the chicks are so small
they could easily be taken by a muskie,
pike or turtle, so it's good they do grow
up fast. In fact, the Gorham Beach chick
was already diving strongly on June
20...just twelve days old! Then, that
youngster was spotted taking a test flight
on August 15...just over two months old!

Now, of course, our five babies have
been left on their own as the adults have
all headed south a few weeks ago. They
continue to do well. In fact there were
two youngsters out in front of my place
this morning (October 16) and another
lone one this evening. Hard to say how
soon these grown up babies will head
south...it could be another month yet.

As | have said before, we are extremely
fortunate to have these three loon
families on our lake...and to have these
pairs return year after year. It is up to us
humans to do all we can to keep this
environment clean enough to support
the loon's ability to thrive here.

Dick West
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CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENT

The Covid-19 pandemic canceled the
water monitoring training session

that was to be held by the Tip of the Mitt
(TOM) watershed council in Petoskey.
The ILA pairs with them to supply lake
water data, which they interpret to
determine the health of the lake. In
2020, the typical water monitoring
practice for Intermediate Lake was put
on hold and our hope is to garner
volunteers and reinstate the program for
2021.

The ILA also partnered with CAKE —
Cisma (Charlevoix-Antrim-Kalkaska-
Emmet Cooperative Invasive Species
Management Area) in regards to the
treatment

Of purple loosestrife and invasive
phragmites. CAKE secured a Dole
Family Foundation Grant and was able
to inventory the entire Elk Rapids Chain

TREASURER’S REPORT

of Lakes, from Beals Lake to Elk Lake.
For those property owners that gave

permission for the aquatically

approved herbicide, CAKE did the
application this fall. Per their data, 88
sites were identified on Intermediate
Lake, 84 private and 4 public properties;
17 of those sites were treated.

Under Ken Freeman'’s initiative and
guidance, SCUBA divers Chuck and
Clark Miller, were able to investigate the
fish shelters on the lake for proper GPS
coordinates, quality and stability of the
structures and fish activity in the vicinity.

Looking forward to a 2021 season that
allows for more personal interaction and
less social distancing. :

Sue Thomas

Overall, the financial position of the
association is very good currently. Our
association has $27,621.21 in the bank
as of September 30, 2020. This includes
$6,791.56 in our Swimmer’s ltch Fund
with the remainder ($20,829.65) in the
General Fund. Swimmer’s ltch funds
can only be spent on our Swimmer’s ltch
program while our General Fund monies
cover all our other programs and
activities. It's important to remember that
since many of our members pay their
dues in our 5 year membership for $100
option, much of the general fund monies
must last for the next 4 years — we
cannot spend all of it this year. The ILA
Board of Directors keeps that in mind in

spending decisions and in setting the
budget for 2021.

If you ever have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.

David Christian
Treasurer
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SWIMMER'S ITCH UPDATE

Not much new to report beyond that
published in our newsletter.Spring
2020 It was packed with all the latest
information available. If you missed or
wish to review it click on above link. You
may also want to check out more
detailed information on ILA efforts to
date by visiting intermediatelake.org
website’s swimmers itch tab.

If you are a newcomer or seeking an
updated perspective on the learning
curve leading us to our present position
for dealing with this issue using “2020
vision”, we highly recommend you view
a webinar put together by Ron Reimink
(Freshwater Solutions), and, Rob Karner
(Lake Leelanau Lake

Association): https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XN5MLcgU1nQ - it concludes with
describing several novel S| prevention
strategies under study that have shown

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

positive test results for mitigating the
parasite’s presence in defined riparian
areas. Among these the ‘Baffle & Rake’
strategy appears to be one that could be
fabricated in-house at ILA expense and
deployed in 2021 for trial use to further
document positive results. Check out
the webinar and if interested in
participating please email
“Sl@intermediatelake.org” with your
contact info.

Jim Gilleylen, Chairman
Swimmers Iltch Committee

==
o

Thanks to all the Intermediate Lake
lovers who renewed their membership
this year. Together with quite a few new
memberships we have surpassed 200
members for the first time ever! This
strength should help us support our
sponsors and impact the authorities who
make decisions about lake levels, water
quality, invasive species, better fishing,
swimmers itch, loon protection, boating
safety, and all the other issues facing
the lake.

It has been a trying year for getting
together, but the outdoors has been a
life saver for many of us. Our Lake

Association is crucial in protecting the
lake we all enjoy so much. Please urge
anyone you know—family, friends, lake
neighbors—to join the ILA and any
business you frequent to renew or join
as a sponsor. They can do so on our
website: www.intermediatelake.org, or
email me at keith.shahan@gmail.com
and | will send them an application and
envelope to send in by regular mail.

Keith Shahan
Membership Chairman



http://intermediatelake.org/Newsletter_spring20.pdf
http://intermediatelake.org/Newsletter_spring20.pdf
http://intermediatelake.org
http://intermediatelake.org/itch/swimmers%20itch%20project.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN5MLcqU1nQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN5MLcqU1nQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN5MLcqU1nQ
mailto:SI@intermediatelake.org
http://www.intermediatelake.org
mailto:keith.shahan@gmail.com
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LAKE LEVEL COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Lake Level Committee continues to
make progress. Our objective remains the
same - to better understand lake level
variability on Intermediate Lake and the
entire EIk River Chain of Lakes (ERCOL)
and with that understanding to explore
changes we could consider implementing to
better control lake levels. But this is a multi-
year project, so we all need to be patient as
we move forward with the program. We are
finishing up year one of this three year
program. Highlights since our last update:

e Survey work by both the U.S. Army Corp
of Engineers (USACE) and Grand
Traverse Engineering & Construction
(GTEC) has been completed. (GTEC is
owned by Grand Traverse Economic
Development, a holding company of the
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians.) The survey data is
being used by the USACE in developing
the hydrology model of the ERCOL.

e LIDAR mapping has also been
completed of the watershed for inclusion
the hydrology model.

e Work on the hydrology model itself is
underway by the USACE. The model
has two main components — a hydrology
model and a hydraulic model. Work will
continue into 2021 to build the model.

e We have completed our second year of
lake level measurements this year. Fred
Sittel, our Measurements Sub-
Committee Chair has spear-headed this
work along with his team of committed
volunteers. These data will be
particularly useful as USACE tests and
refines the hydrology model during its
development. Many thanks to Fred and
all the volunteers who have and will be
helping in this effort.

The Measurements Sub-Committee also
gathered daily rainfall data this year,
allowing us to see how different parts of
the ERCOL watershed receive rainfall.
This is also for the hydrology model.

We reviewed and received input in
September concerning the Bellaire Dam
operating guidelines, which was
approved and implemented in
September, 2019. We have and
continue to work closely with the
Operator of Dams, Mark Stone
concerning Antrim County dams and the
Bellaire Dam operating guidelines. We
should all be appreciative of Mark’s on-
going efforts to help address lake level
issues by doing what he can, when the
scope of the problem is so much bigger
than us.

Engineers from the USACE who are
developing the hydrology model visited
the ERCOL in September to tour and
see up close what they are modeling. A
picture (seeing!) is so helpful versus just
staring at a computer in developing the
hydrology model for us. We also hosted
a couple small group luncheons with the
engineers during their visit (Covid-19
appropriate, of course).

The Lake Level Committee continues to
keep lake associations and others (like
ERCOL-WPIT and Antrim County)
informed. Perhaps you all saw the
article concerning the hydrology model
in the Antrim Review, authored by our
very own Linda Gallagher.

(Continued on Page 7)
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If you have any questions or comments, or
want to hear more about any of the
highlights summarized above, you can
always contact us. We are always willing to
come talk to groups, virtually or in person.

Dave Christian 231-350-1333,
dchrist513@aol.com or

Janet Hickman 989-600-1390,
jchickman@charter.net

Co-Chairs, ILA Lake Level Committee

WATER SAFETY UPDATE

While the current pandemic has made
face to face working meetings unwise, the
Water Safety committee has reached out to
both the Antrim County marine patrol lead
officer, Scott Boni, and the local DNR
equivalent, Lt. Jim Gorno, to identify our re-
energized existence and to stress our
interest in meeting to discuss / better
understand their specific goals, objectives,
priorities, operating procedures, etc. when
the current situation allows.

From such meetings, we hope to develop
positive, constructive relationships with all
involved to make our water experiences
even safer, more eco-friendly, more
enjoyable for those both IN our beautiful
waters and ON their shores, as well.

To support these discussions, the
committee requests that our ILA members
consider what Water Safety issues they
believe are most important in launching

these relationships with our marine
enforcement teams. Note: each team is
comprised of 2 officers. These 4 personnel
have to cover all of Antrim County waters,
24 hours per day, seven days per week,
undoubtably a trying task for them.

Ron Turner, Chairman
Water Safety Committee



mailto:dchrist513@aol.com
mailto:jchickman@charter.net
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Many Association documents can be
viewed form the Details section of our
website. Included are newsletters,
member meeting minutes, financial
documents, membership applications,
meeting schedules, and other
documentation. If there are additional
items that you would like to see
included, please let us know.

SCUBA PROJECT

We are in the process of updating and
reorganizing the menu of our website,
and hope to have it completed by next

spring.

Ken Freeman
Secretary

Our project to inspect the fish shelters
that the ILA had installed several years
ago began July 25th when volunteer
divers Chuck Miller and his son Clark,
pontoon boat captain Jim Gilleylen, and |
set out with the hopes of covering at
least one location. Much to our surprise,
we were able to do four with Chuck and
Clark’s 3000 psi air tanks! You can see
the locations of the shelters on the map
from our website. Jim and | left his dock
on Memerle Shores Lane at 10 AM,
picked up Chuck and Clark at Mike
Austin’s dock a few places to the north,
and headed to the IL04 shelter. Chuck
and Clark jumped in and quickly located
the structure. After snapping pictures,
they released the marker buoy, which
enabled Jim and me to measure the
GPS latitude and longitude. After
finishing this site, we went north to ILOG,
across the lake to IL10, and finally south
to ILOS.

The shelters consist of brush-filled
wooden crates which have accumulated

years of marine growth including,
unfortunately, zebra mussels. Small fish
and crayfish were found inhabiting the
shelters, with a few smallmouth bass
swimming nearby. In addition to a crate,
ILO6 has a “Christmas tree”, which is a
vertical 4x4 post with 2x4 cross pieces.
The shelters are all in good shape and
the published locations were accurate
enough that we don’t feel that they need
updating. The water was murky,
causing the pictures directly out of the
cameras (CamPark and GoPro) to have
a heavy yellow cast, but Photoshop was
able to filter them quite well.

You can see some of the pictures on the
next page. We're hoping to inspect the
remaining six shelters next summer, but
we have no reason to believe that they
are not in equally good shape. We’'ll
keep you advised.

Ken Freeman



http://intermediatelake.org/
http://intermediatelake.org/shelt.htm
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ILA Sponsors Honor Roll

The Intermediate Lake Association is grateful for our 2020 sponsors. We urge our
members to patronize these business as soon as they reopen and to thank them for
sponsoring the ILA. Businesses and organizations that would like to become
sponsors, please email Keith Shahan, membership committee chair:

. Sponsors receive a certificate for display at their
business, recognition on the ILA website, and free publicity to our hundreds of
members.

The Pelican Family including Adams Madams, The Blue
Pelican, The Chief, Pelican's Nest, Side Door Saloon,
Centennial Golf Club, and Bellaire Hardware

Blarney Castle — Central Lake BP

King Orchards

Lake Living Services

Patton's Barber Shop

Pine Hill Nursery — Kewadin

Thank you sponsors. Your support is so very much appreciated.

(Click on links for more information)
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mailto:keith.shahan@gmail.com
https://thebluepelican.com/
http://blarneycastleoil.com/
https://www.kingorchards.com/
http://lakelivingservices.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pattons-Barber-Shop/145755262111261
https://www.pinehill-nursery.com/
https://www.gtrlc.org/

