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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome all. First, let me say that it has
been my honor and pleasure to serve as
your President. Now after nearly ten
years in the position, it's time to move on
and install some new leadership into the
Intermediate Lake Association.

| am proud of the accomplishments
we’ve achieved in the last decade. The
Association has continued and improved
our caretaker role of the Intermediate
Lake loons. We installed about 30 fish
shelters at 10 sites around the lake.
We’ve developed strong partnerships
with other lake association in the Elk
River Chain Of Lakes (ERCOL). We've
joined a number of other organizations
focused on lakes, living on lakes and
caring for lakes, such as: the Grand
Traverse Bay Watershed Center, the Tip
Of the Mitt Watershed Council, Michigan
Lakes and Streams Association and
others. We have participated in studies
into zebra mussels, Eurasian milfoil,
swimmer’s ltch, Phragmites, purple
loosestrife, harmful algae blooms and
the Impacts of lake level change. Most
important is the growth of our ILA. Since
early 2019, our membership has grown
from about 40 member units (couples) to
more than 270 units representing about
550 persons. As of July 1%, 2022 about
45% of Intermediate Lake waterfront
property owners are members of ILA!

These accomplishments are not
achieved by any one person. ILA has
always been blessed with a core group
of dedicated Directors passionate about
what happens in and around our lake,
and | frequently see examples of how
much your Directors AND our members
“love our lake”. “Ours to Protect” is the
ILA motto, and it's more than just a
saying, it's a commitment and needs to
be OUR call to action.

As one of my last official acts as your
President, | want to personally thank all
of you — for your membership, your
support, your sponsorship, your
directorship, your calls to report
problems, your volunteerism and your
attendance at our meetings and events.
| know you will extend these same
courtesies to the new President and
Board of Directors

My special thanks go out to Scott
Zimmerman, Phyllis Frimodt, Bob Mohr,
Sherry Kremer, Jim Gilleylen, Ken
Freeman, Keith Shahan, Dave Christian,
Ron Turner, Sue Thomas and Dick
West. You all made my years as ILA
President special.

Goodbye and God Bless

Steve Young




e

ILA Newsletter Fall 2022

ANNUAL MEETING

2022 Intermediate Lake Association Annual Meeting

The 2022 Annual Meeting of the Intermediate Lake Association will take place on
Thursday, September 8, 2022 at 10:30am at the Forest Home Township Hall in
Bellaire, Michigan (321 N. Bridge Street). All members are invited to attend.

The agenda for the meeting will include election of Board Members, reports from the
Secretary and Treasurer, plus a time for questions from those in attendance. The
meeting will last one hour. Refreshments will follow after the meeting.

Ballots for the election of Board Members have already been mailed out to all ILA
members. For those members unable to attend the Annual Meeting but wishing to
vote you can vote by absentee ballot. Absentee votes must be returned by
September 7, 2022 (by email or USPS Mail).

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Many Association documents can be If there are additional items that you
viewed from the Details section of our would like to see

website, intermediatelake.org. Included included, please let us

are newsletters, member meeting know.

minutes, financial documents,

membership applications, meeting Ken Freeman

schedules, and other documentation. Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT

Overall, the financial position of the years — we cannot spend all of it this
association continues to be very good. year. The ILA Board of Directors keeps
Your Board sets budgets on a yearly that in mind in spending for this year and

basis before the start of each year and in the years to come.
discusses proposed spending on projects

both during budget development and If you ever have any questions, please
when the spending occurs during the feel free to contact me.

year. Our association has $35,799.42 in

the bank as of July 31, 2022. It’s David Christian

important to remember that since many  Treasurer
of our members pay their dues using the

5 year membership for $100 option, most

of this money must last for the next 4

/


http://intermediatelake.org/
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LOON REPORT

Intermediate Lake has an impressive
history of hosting loon families year after
year. 2022 has continued that history.

The Loon Platoon was able to place two
nesting platforms in the south end of the
lake on April 22, just a couple of days
after the ice was gone from the lake.
There were two pairs of loons very close
by, making sure we were getting them in
the right spots. Those two pairs were
obviously ready to start nesting. The
natural nesting spot near Gorham Beach
was also ready for nesting activity by
that pair. By May 7, both platforms in the
south end were occupied, and the
Gorham Beach pair were nesting by
May 15.

The coveted First Chick Award for 2022
was won by the southernmost pair on
June 4, with one chick.

This picture was taken by Sue Thomas
that morning, clearly showing the chick
between the two adults.

On June 8, the pair nesting on the
platform near the eagle tree apparently
had one chick that was quickly lost,
since they left the nest that morning and

didn't return to it. No one reported
actually seeing that chick.

On June 11, the Gorham Beach pair
successfully hatched two chicks. At that
point, Intermediate Lake was home to
three little loon babies, another great
nesting season for us to brag about.
The first picture on Page 3 is of the
Gorham Beach youngsters and was
taken on June 23 by Ted Pobud, an avid
bird watcher with camera equipment that
allows him to get extraordinary pictures
from a considerable distance away.

As exciting as it was to have three baby
loons, happily, the Intermediate Lake
nesting season wasn't over yet. The pair
near the eagle tree surprised us, as on
June 23, a loon was spotted again
nesting on that platform. Re-nesting is a
rare occurrence so we were very excited
to see that happen...and even more
excited to have one of those eggs hatch
on July 21.

The second amazing picture on Page 3
is of our historic re-nesting chick about
to get a meal and was taken at about
7:30am on July 22 by Ted when it was
less than 24 hours old.

That little guy has a lot of growing up to
do in order to be ready to fly south for
the winter. It will be interesting to see if
this late hatching chick's parents stick
around longer than the other parents on
the lake to help it be ready to migrate. It

)
(Continued on Page 4)
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(Continued from Page 3)

is 40 to 47 days younger than the other chicks here...a big difference in time to
develop for this chick.

At the time this review was being prepared, all four of our young loons were looking
healthy and developing normally. Obviously, the youngest is much smaller but
already way more than a mouthfull for most predators and feeding and acting as
expected. Looks like it will be just fine. We will be sending further updates as fall
approaches.

Dick West

Gorham Beach Loons

Eagle Tree Family
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JUNE SOCIAL

“Mingle on Moyer”
An ILA Social Gathering!

On June 26", James and Gail Junod hosted a wonderful Sunday afternoon get
together at their place on the lake for the association. Weather was great and about
50 people attended. Between the pot-luck dishes that everyone brought and with
Jamie manning the grill, food was plentiful and delicious. Here are some pictures
from the event.

We hope to see you at our next social event scheduled for September 24th, details
to follow!

More pictures on next page.
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LAKE LEVEL COMMITTEE UPDATE

This summer was the culmination of the work that has been done to have a
hydrology and hydrologic study completed on the Chain of Lakes here in northern
Michigan. In June, the US Army Corps of Engineers came to Bellaire to give their
final report and to turn the hydrologic model over to the County. In July, Three
Lakes Association sponsored an event at Thurston Park where all the Lake
Associations along the chain were invited to participate. The featured educational
event for the evening was held at the Central Lake High School. Fred Sittel and
Mark Stone, the County Operator of Dams, provided an excellent review of the
model, some of the initial findings, and plans for the future.

A big thanks goes out to the many riparian volunteers who, under Fred’s leadership,
collected lake level and rainfall data, which was instrumental in assisting the Army
Corps in evaluating and refining the model to improve the predictive capabilities of
the model.

The full reports from the Army Corps of Engineers as well as the model itself are
available to the public and can be found on the Antrim County website.

Dave Christian and Janet Hickman Co-Chairs

Mark Stone addressing the participants at the July TLA meeting


https://www.antrimcounty.org/departments___services_/dams.php
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

We currently have 260 members, our
highest total ever. That represents over
40% of the lakefront owners, plus
others. Soon we will be sending a mass
mailing to all the non-members on or
near the lake, hoping to add to our total.
If you ask your neighbors whether they
belong and urge them to join if they say
no, that will help us get even more
people supporting the lake we all love.

Whether it is loon care, boat safety,
better fishing, water quality, fighting
invasive species, monitoring and
controlling the lake level, or whatever is
called to our attention, membership
helps to improve our lives and the
environment here on Intermediate Lake.
Thanks to all of you for your support!

Keith Shahan
Membership Chairman

Are You a Member?

If not, please consider joining the Intermediate Lake Association. If so, please ask your
relatives and Michigan neighbors to join. Also, consider volunteering for one of our
committees.

Dues are $25 per family for one year or $100 for five years. Click here for an application.



http://intermediatelake.org/ila%20standing%20committees.pdf
http://intermediatelake.org/membership/Application%20Renewal%202021.pdf
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ILA SPONSORS

2022 ILA Sponsors Honor Roll

Please support these sponsors who support the Intermediate Lake Association
(Click on link for more information)

The Pelican Family including Adams Madams, The Blue Pelican, The Chief,
Felcan's Nest, Siae Door Saloon, Centennial Golf Club, Bellaire Hardware,
Merrie's Market, and Central Lake Hardware & Lumber

King Orchards

Lake Living_Services
sunshine Recycling
Creative Characters Printing
Shanty Creek Resort

Alden State Bank

Thank You sponsors. Your support is so very much appreciated.



https://thebluepelican.com/
https://www.kingorchards.com/
http://lakelivingservices.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Creative-Characters-126260527428775/
https://www.shantycreek.com/
https://www.alden.bank/
https://recyclemichigan.org/2018/08/06/sunshine-recycling/
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WATER QUALITY REPORT

Intermediate Lake Water Quality Report

Did you know that the Intermediate Lake Association participates in an ongoing
program to measure our lake’s water quality? ILA members volunteer to help make
this program possible. Following are some excerpts and charts from the 2021 report.
The complete 2021 water quality report was emailed to all ILA members earlier in the
summer. We are always looking for more volunteers to help out with this important
activity!

Volunteers collected data following protocols outlined in Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council’s Volunteer Lake Monitoring Quality Assurance Project Plan. Water
transparency was measured weekly by lowering a black and white Secchi disk into
the water and recording the depth at which it is no longer visible. Chlorophyll-a, a
pigment found in all green plants and algae, was collected using a water sampler
lowered to twice the depth of the Secchi reading. Water was then filtered and later
analyzed to estimate the density of phytoplankton in the water column. Protecting
Northern Michigan’s Water Resources Higher chlorophyll-a concentrations indicate
greater phytoplankton densities, which reduce water clarity. These two parameters
together can tell us about a lake’s productivity, or ability to support aquatic life. Water
that is clear can indicate a lake without a lot of plant growth, while water that is turbid,
or cloudy, can indicate abundant plant life. Most lakes in Northern Michigan are
phosphorus-limited, meaning the biological productivity (i.e., algal growth) is limited
by the amount of phosphorus available. Phosphorus is an important nutrient for plant
and algal growth; however, too much can have a negative impact on water quality.

2021 Secchi Disk
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Intermediate Lake’s transparency was characteristic
of a mesotrophic lake throughout most of 2021
(shaded green area), with a few weeks of
oligotrophic conditions in June.

10
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Average Secchi Disk
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Intermediate Lake’s transparency is nearly
unchanged since monitoring began in 1995.
Intermediate Lake’s transparency was
characteristic of a mestrophic lake in 2021,
which is typical for this lake. Occasionally
the lake is considered oligotrophic based
on its transparency, however that has not
occurred since 2017.

2021 Temperature
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Thermoclines are normal in lakes that separate into
two distinct layers in the summer, a process called
stratification. The layers can have different
temperatures, levels of dissolved oxygen, fish
populations, and available food. The thermocline in
Intermediate Lake can be observed on the graph
above, where the temperature readings start
declining rapidly. The location of the thermocline in
the water column changed throughout the season:
in June it was between 10 and 15 feet and in August
it was between 20 and 30 feet.

11




gt
ILA Newsletter Fall 2022
2021 Dissolved Oxygen
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Intermediate Lake is home to fish that are suited to
both warm and cold water. Perch can thrive in warm
water with lower dissolved oxygen, while trout like
cooler water with higher dissolved oxygen.
Warmwater fish like 5 mg/L or more of dissolved
oxygen, while coldwater fish like 7 mg/L or more of
dissolved oxygen. Dissolved oxygen steadily
decreased in Intermediate Lake throughout the
summer. This is normal as warmer water holds less
oxygen and bacteria consistently use oxygen when
the lake is stratified. Fish may become stressed as
oxygen decreases throughout the summer.

Early Summer Phosphorus
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Phosphorus was recorded at 1.9 pg/L in
June of 2021. This value is characteristic of
lakes with high water quality, according to
the U.S. EPA ecoregion criteria.

12




