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Miss Elk Rapids Court,
from left, Little Miss Elk
Rapids Haizlee Mogford,
Young Miss Elk Rapids
Evelyn Alexander, Miss
Pre-Teen Natalie Alexander,
Miss Teen Elk Rapids

Elisa McCool and Miss Elk
Rapids Kelly Minidis.

AG finds no criminal conduct in
county clerk computer investigation

ANTRIM  COUNTY -
Michigan Attorney General
Dana Nessel announced on
Aug. 6 that her department did
not find criminal conduct in the
case concerning unsupervised
access to the Antrim County
Clerk’s office and computer.

It was previously reported
that Victoria Bishop’s husband
Randy Bishop was seen alone

in the clerk’s office using the
computer during a commission-
er meeting on Feb. 19. Accord-
ing to the police report, Victoria
Bishop confirmed that her hus-
band was in her office during
the meeting. She said that she
logged into her computer so
that Randy Bishop could watch
the meeting livestream in her
office, as he was expecting a

call and did not want to inter-
rupt the board meeting.

The case was referred to the
attorney general by Michigan
State Police due to the poten-
tial of restricted records being
accessed by a non-employee,
especially the Qualified Voter
File (QVF).

The department did not

See CLERK, page 10A

Bellaire considering bow hunting in village

BY CHRISSY STAHL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BELLAIRE — At the Village
of Bellaire meeting on Aug. 35,
new Chief of Police Jessie Fish-
er reported that he is reviewing
the Bow Hunting Ordinance in
advance of this year’s upcoming
deer hunting season. A revised
version will be discussed at a
public hearing on Sept. 2 at 7 p.m.

This is not a new topic for the
village council. Due to an in-
creasing deer population in the

village, former Chief of Police
Bill Drollinger and the council
had previously discussed allow-
ing restricted bow hunting with-
in the village limits.

Currently, the village code
only allows shooting bows or
crossbows at targets on private
property. It prohibits discharging
or shooting any bow or crossbow
in any public place, on or across
any public right-of-way or onto
the property of any other person
within the village limits.

The council discussed that there
must be careful thought and con-

sideration put into any changes,
which would likely be temporary
and only in place while the deer

population is considered high.
Permission from property
owners in the potential hunting
area will be needed, as well as
those in the range distance that
is decided on by the police de-
partment and village council.
Things like the distance a deer
can travel after being hit with
an arrow before it drops are im-
portant factors to consider when
deciding the range distance. If a
See VILLAGE, page 10A
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Dam
came close
to failure,
othcial
says

BY AL PARKER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BELLAIRE — “We were one
storm away from losing the Bel-
laire dam.”

That was the blunt assessment
shared by Antrim County Oper-
ator of Dams and Drain Com-
missioner Leslie Meyers when
she addressed Antrim County
Commissioners at their monthly
meeting on Aug. 6.

She recalled just how close
the deluge of spring rains had
come to triggering a widespread
disaster to the county. There had
been major flooding across the
entire Chain of Lakes, but the
aging dam was a major concern.

“Had we had got that rain that
was projected for Wednesday
night and Thursday night,” she

See DAM, page 10A

Capital
plan sparks
debate

BY AL PARKER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BELLAIRE — Should Antrim
County be in the apartment rental
business?

That was one of several ques-
tions raised before the county’s
new Capital Improvement Plan
(CIP) was narrowly approved 3-2
by county commissioners at their
Aug. 6 meeting.

The most contentious proj-
ects listed in the CIP, which
runs for five years through 2031,
were three proposals to fund
some $441,000 in upgrades at
the Meadow View Apartments.
They include a new elevator
($353,500), new ceiling tiles
($38,350) and repaving the park-
ing lot ($49,420).

“I disagree with the county

See APARTMENTS, page 10A
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Dam

Continued from page 1A

continued during her 23-minute
presentation. “It was gonna be a
goner.”

But the skies cleared, the rain
held off and a huge community
effort helped save the dam. Some
50 volunteers filled and placed
sandbags, businesses, organiza-
tions and others donated equip-
ment, time, food and supplies in
the effort. “I really did appreci-
ate how the community came out
to help us all,” said Meyers.

A $40,000 repair helped stabi-
lize the dam and a sandbagging
machine was purchased to help
deal with any future threats.

“Things calmed down by late
June and then five inches of rain
fell in the Upper Chain on June
29, causing four major road
washouts,” recalled Meyers.
“The ground is still saturated
and the river channels have filled
with additional sediment.”

It’s sediment that is causing
much of the problems in the Up-
per Chain of Lakes, according
to Meyers. “The sediment clos-
es the channels and that brings
some of the worse parts to us,”
she explained. “And the repeat-
ed and repetitive flooding up at
St. Clair and Six Mile Lake, it’s
getting old. But this is what I'm
hoping we can correct.”

Meyers cited four specific lo-
cations where sediment is a prob-
lem — the Bridge Street culvert,
the Clay Pit bridge, Mohrmann
bridge and the Intermediate Riv-
er from Intermediate Lake down
to the dam.

She has organized a new
11-member advisory group to
address the issues of the Upper
Chain. It includes engineers,
an attorney, and representatives

from Six Mile, St. Clair, Interme-
diate, Benway and Torch Lakes.

The group’s stated goal is to
expand capacity at the Bellaire
Dam, restore river channels and
improve navigation while ensur-
ing flood control and ecological
protection throughout the Upper
Elk River Chain of Lakes. To
achieve that goal, they’ve out-
lined four objectives: make sure
the Bellaire dam has the capaci-
ty to handle most storms, reduce
flooding, speed up removal of
storm and spring melt flow from
the Upper Chain of Lakes, and
better manage lake levels.

Meyers has compiled some
“cost guestimates” of what it will
cost to complete needed proj-
ects. The total is estimated to be
between $9.7 million and $12.2
million. Updating the Bellaire
dam alone is expected to cost
about $6.7 million of those to-
tals. Dredging is also expensive,
but needed.

To cover those costs, Meyers
has been working for almost two
years to establish Special Assess-
ment Districts for property own-
ers along the waterways. She’s
attended dozens of governmental
meetings and public gatherings
to explain the situation.

Officials in Antrim and Kalkas-
ka counties have approved the
plan, but Charlevoix and Grand
Traverse counties have yet to
decide to participate. It takes all
four counties to approve the pro-
posal before it can move forward.

“We’re trying to make it as eq-
uitable as possible,” said Meyers,
who invited anyone with ques-
tions to contact her at meyersl@
antrimcountymi.gov or 231-533-
3633.

Sports Field Audio Upgrade Bids

Bellaire Public Schools is seeking
bids for an athletic field audio upgrade project.
Specs are available. Call 231-533-8015.
Deadline is August 18, 2026 by 3:30 p.m.

Clerk

Continued from page 1A

find evidence that any sensi-
tive county files were accessed
during that time and the Bureau
of Elections confirmed that there
were no attempts to access the

QVF.

This investigation was sepa-
rate from the QVF restrictions
placed on Victoria Bishop by the
Bureau of Elections. In June, the

bureau revoked Victoria Bish-
op’s access to the QVF, assert-
ing that she had taken actions
that do not comply with Mich-
igan Election Law.

Village

Continued from page 1A

property owner denies permis-
sion, their area will be removed
from the map. There will be a
public hearing at the next meet-
ing, Sept. 2, at 7 p.m., regarding
this amendment.

As work on Richardi Park
continues, the council voted to
donate the wooden structures to
the Friends of Richardi Park to
auction off to raise money to put
back into the park. The remain-
ing parts will be repurposed in

whatever way they can.

The Planning Commission
is busy going over the Master
Plan, as is required every five
years. The current Master Plan
was prepared in 2019, commis-
sion members are reviewing
items that need to be amended,
added, or changed.

The vacant ZBA position has
been filled by alternate Dave
Drummond. There is now a po-
sition open for a new alternate

on the ZBA.

The Department of Public
Works was approved to hire Mi-
chael Goodwin. The DPW is also
taking applications for the po-
sition of Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operator/DPW worker.

According to Fisher, he has
not received any applicants for
the position of police officer.

Applicants for any positions
at the village should contact the
village clerk.

Apartments

Continued from page 1A

owning apartments,” said Com-
missioner Ray Scola. “I don’t
think we should be in the apart-
ment business... it should be pri-
vatized.”

The Meadow View Apartments
offer one-bedroom, one bath units
to seniors 55 years old or older.
They are adjacent to the Meadow
Brook Medical Care facility on
M-88.

The CIP is a list of projects to
be considered for funding. The
projects have no guarantee of
being funded, but the document
serves as a guide for commission-
ers and the public as it helps plan
the county’s future capital needs.

“It’s just a plan, it’s not a con-
tract,” stressed Commissioner Ja-
son Helwig. “We need to have a
plan... there’s no guarantee we’re
doing it.”

To qualify for the CIP, a proj-
ect must cost more than $15,000,
have a lifespan of more than three
years, and is directed to the acqui-
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sition, creation of improvement of
capital assets.

Scola and Commissioner Jarris
Rubingh voted against the CIP,
which is available at antrimcoun-
tymi.gov.

In other business, the board:

e Heard complaints from a
resident during public comment
about dog problems, internal in-
vestigations and the county road
commission.

* Received an update on the
Conservation District’s recent
hazardous  household  waste
pick up day. More than 300 cars
stopped by and more than 800
tires were donated, according to
one resident.

* During public comment heard
a resident praise the Adult Day
program of the Commission on
Aging. “It has been a delight,”
she said.

* Approved the annual report
and dam update from Drain Com-
missioner Leslie Meyers.

e Heard a FEMA disaster as-
sistance presentation concerning
how residents can receive help
following the April storms. Any-
one with questions can contact
FEMA at 800-621-3362 or go to
www.disasterassistance.gov.

« Paid bills totaling $221,771.

* Voted 5-0 to spend $16,774 in
equipment costs and $2,281 annu-
ally in service charges to upgrade
the ES Chat radio system to use
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cell phones. It’s designed to im-
prove communications between
first responders.

e Approved a budget amend-
ment of $900 to pay for Victims
Service Unit training and equip-
ment.

* Voted 5-0 to approve a new
specially-trained  Crisis  Re-
sponse Officer at the Sheriff’s
Department. The goal is to form
a partnership that brings law en-
forcement and mental health care
together, according to Sheriff
Kevin Hoch.

* Approved an agreement be-
tween the county and Michigan
Department of Transportation
(MDOT) pertaining to the oper-
ation of a weather operation and
data system at the airport. It’s an
annual partnership that provides
weather information. Commis-
sioners also voted 5-0 to approve
an agreement with the Lansing
firm of Mead & Hunt for con-
sulting services for the terminal
apron reconstruction and reha-
bilitation project. The deal with
Mead & Hunt carries a price tag
of $198,748 and will be covered
by grants — 90 percent from a
federal grant and 10 percent from
a state grant — according to Mat-
thew Wyman, airport manager.

* Authorized the Commission
on Aging to accept a $16,000
grant from the Grand Traverse
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa
Indians. The COA plans to use the
funds to help pay for a new van
to deliver home meals and other
activity programs.

* Voted 5-0 to approve a con-
tract with Calmar Construction to
work on the Antrim City School-
house project. The cost is $99,915
and will be paid with grants, do-
nations and fundraising efforts.

e Approved an updated data
sharing agreement with the state.

e Heard Chair Bill Hefferan
thank the Friske family for host-
ing the annual Foster Parents Ap-
preciation Day at the market in
Atwood.

The next scheduled meeting of
the board is set for Aug. 20 at 6:30
p.m. in the commissioner room.
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